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January 2021

Development & Aid, EU-Jordan
5-Luxembourg: The European Invest-
ment Bank (EIB) announces it will be 
providing financial support to the Hash-
emite Kingdom of Jordan, as the two 
parties sign a $59-million loan agree-
ment to support Jordan’s healthcare 
sector during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The funding is intended to assist the 
Ministry of Health in procuring Covid-19 
vaccines, as well as implementing its 
vaccination campaign and purchasing 
medical supplies, including personal 
protective equipment and ambulances. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-002-
team-europe-eib-supports-healthcare-
sector-in-jordan

Environment & Sustainability
11-Paris: The fourth edition of the One 
Planet Summit is held by the Union for the 
Mediterranean (UfM), bringing together 
heads of state to “speed up international 
action for nature.” This year’s summit fo-
cuses on the conservation of biodiversity 
in the face of climate change. Participating 
heads of state proposed a “Coalition for 
an Exceptional Mediterranean in 2030,” 
an agreement revolving around four pil-
lars: preserving marine biodiversity in the 
Mediterranean, promoting sustainable 
fishing in order to end overfishing by 
2030, fighting marine pollution in order 
to end plastic pollution in the Mediterra-
nean by 2030, and promoting maritime 
transport that protects the marine envi-
ronment and combats climate change. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/one-planet-
summit-biodiversity/

Development & Aid
13-Cairo: Egypt signs its tourism recov-
ery assistance package, financed by the 

EBRD, and the United Nations World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO). In 
response to the strain Covid-19 has 
placed on global tourism, the EBRD and 
UNWTO are supporting countries which 
are particularly dependent on tourism for 
job creation and economic growth. The 
financial support packages are imple-
mented through country-level assis-
tance, ensuring every package is tailored 
to the needs of each individual country. 
The EBRD and UNWTO are providing 
similar support to a number of other 
countries in the Mediterranean including 
Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia and Lebanon. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/egypt-
launches-ebrdunwto-tourism-recovery-
assistance-package.html

Environment & Sustainability
14-Barcelona: The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), the International Centre for Ad-
vanced Mediterranean Agronomic Stud-
ies (CIHEAM) and the UfM sign a Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MoU) aimed 
at accelerating progress on the 2030 
Agenda through food systems transfor-
mation in the Mediterranean region. This 
MoU aims to address the increasing 
need, exacerbated by the Covid-19 
pandemic, to change the way we pro-
duce, process, distribute, consume and 
dispose of food across the world, and 
it includes a detailed work plan to be 
carried out from 2021 to 2024, span-
ning areas including sustainable land 
management, value chain development, 
waste reduction or sustainable fisheries. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/food-systems- 
transformation-mediterranean/

Justice & Human Rights, EU-Syria
18-Brussels: Syrian Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Faisal Mekdad is added to the Eu-

ropean Union’s (EU) sanctions list. 
Since the outbreak of the war in Syria 
in 2011, the EU has introduced a series 
of sanctions consisting of travel bans 
and asset freezes targeted at individuals 
and entities linked to the Syrian regime. 
These measures are adopted by the EU 
“in response to the violent repression of 
the Syrian civilian population” and are 
regularly updated and reviewed. 
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/01/15/syrian-
foreign-affairs-minister-added-to-eu-
sanctions-list/

Environment & Sustainability
21-London: The European Bank for Re-
construction and Development (EBRD) 
and the UK’s Foreign Office announce 
the construction of the Ain Ghazal 
wastewater pipeline in Jordan, aimed at 
relieving pressure on water systems in 
both Amman and Zarqa. In addition to 
generating water available for irrigation, 
the pipeline will reduce untreated sew-
age overflows and reduce the risks of 
environmental contamination of surface 
water in the area. This investment is part 
of the EBRD’s wider efforts to upgrade 
Jordan’s wastewater system, and in-
crease its resilience, in response to both 
the refugee crisis in Jordan, and the 
wider water scarcity issues it faces. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-and-
uk-support-jordans-wastewater-treat 
ment-.html

Youth & Education
25/29-Online: The third Young Med 
Voices Regional Leadership Seminar 
takes place, bringing together over 25 
emerging leaders from across the Eu-
ro-Mediterranean region, selected from 
an expanding resource pool of many 
hundreds of young debaters engaged 

Chronologies

Euromed Chronology
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in the Young Mediterranean Voices pro-
gramme. This seminar provides a space 
for cross-cultural interaction and dia-
logue among young leaders and focuses 
on tackling key Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). Young Mediterranean 
Voices is the flagship debate and dia-
logue programme connecting civil soci-
ety, education and policymakers across 
the southern Mediterranean and Europe.
https://youngmedvoices.org/

Trade & Diplomacy
26-Brussels: The EU’s first regional 
media officer for the Middle East and 
North Africa takes office. It marks the 
first time the EU appoints an Ara-
bic-speaking media officer and is part 
of a wider commitment from the EU to 
engage more with the Arab world, as 
highlighted by the European Union High 
Representative (EUHR) for Foreign Af-
fairs Josep Borrell. The new regional 
media officer, Luis Miguel Bueno, an 
Arabic-speaking European diplomat, will 
be based in Beirut and will communi-
cate EU priorities, policies and projects 
relevant to the MENA region to local and 
pan-Arab media networks. 
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
jordan/92057/eu%E2%80%99s-first-
regional-media-officer-middle-east-
and-north-africa_en

Development & Aid
26-Brussels: The EU announces it is 
boosting its humanitarian aid budget for 
2021. The 60% increase, up to €1.4bn 
from €900 million last year, is aimed at 
meeting needs created by the conse-
quences of the pandemic and climate 
change. This budget increase includes 
the Mediterranean region; €385 million of 
the EU humanitarian funding will be allo-
cated to the Middle East and Turkey, and 
€505 million will be allocated to Africa.
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
i n f o r m e d / n e w s / e u - b o o s t s -
humani tar ian-a id-budget-2021-
including-middle-east-region

Justice & Human Rights
26-Online: The EU and Morocco launch 
the Support to the National Mechanism 
for the Prevention of Torture in Morocco 
project. The project is part of the EU and 
Council of Europe’s wider joint pro-
gramme titled “Support to the national 

mechanism for the prevention of torture 
in Morocco and to the development of 
Parliament’s role in Morocco.” The ob-
jective of the project is to support na-
tional mechanisms for the prevention of 
torture in Morocco through capacity 
building of the members of the National 
Council for Human Rights (CNDH). 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/joint-eu-project-support- 
prevention-torture-morocco-be-launched

Business & Entrepreneurship
27-Luxembourg: The EIB announces 
the signing of a €10-million loan agree-
ment with JAÏDA, a lender to microfi-
nance institutions that works in areas of 
financial inclusion and social develop-
ment in Morocco. The funding from the 
EIB will be used to finance microloans 
for income-generating activities such as 
maintaining jobs at small enterprises or 
assisting self-employed workers. By 
supporting JAÏDA, the EIB aims to pro-
mote microfinance in Morocco and thus 
support the Moroccan economy through 
the pandemic, by promoting sustainable 
and responsible financial services, par-
ticularly for poor and rural populations, 
as well as for women and young people. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-033-
maroc-la-bei-et-jaida-signent-un-
contrat-de-financement-pour-soutenir-
l-activite-de-microcredit-a-travers-les-
institutions-de-microfinance-imf

February 2021

Justice & Human Rights
1-Ramallah: The head of the EU Police 
Mission in the Palestinian Territories 
(EUPOL COPPS), Nataliya Apostolova, 
meets the Director General of the Pal-
estinian Independent Commission for 
Human Rights (ICHR), Dr Ammar 
Dwaik, to discuss issues including hu-
man rights, law enforcement and the 
rule of law in the West Bank. Through 
regular cooperation meetings such as 
this one, EUPOL COPPS aims to con-
tribute to the establishment of sustain-
able and effective policing arrange-
ments in Palestine, and to advise 
Palestinian counterparts on criminal 
justice and the rule of law. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/palestine-head-eu-

police-mission-meets-director-general-
independent

Environment & Sustainability
2-Brussels: Ministers from the 42 UfM 
countries sign a new Ministerial Declara-
tion on Blue Economy, during a virtual 
ministerial conference. With the intention 
of promoting the recovery of the region’s 
economies from the pandemic, whilst 
addressing the environmental and climate 
challenges the Mediterranean faces, the 
ministers agree to promote transformative 
policies such as maritime spatial plan-
ning, shifting towards low-emissions 
technologies and the circular blue econ-
omy. This declaration is part of the UfM’s 
broader aim of advancing regional and 
sub-regional cooperation to take on en-
vironmental degradation and climate 
change in the Mediterranean. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/news-minis 
terial-meeting-blue-economy-2021/

Justice & Human Rights
2/3-The Hague: The Euromed Justice 
(EMJ) Programme is launched by the EU 
Agency for Criminal Justice (Eurojust), 
at an opening conference attended by 
representatives from Southern Partner 
Countries and EU Member States. The 
EMJ aims to strengthen strategic and 
operational cooperation in judicial crim-
inal matters in the Euro-Mediterranean 
region, and is funded by the EU Com-
mission’s Directorate-General for 
Neighbourhood and Enlargement Ne-
gotiations (DG NEAR). Some areas of 
possible cooperation between EU 
Member States and Southern Partner 
Countries discussed during the launch 
are the enhancement of the cross-bor-
der exchange of judicial information and 
digital transmission of evidence.
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-funded-euromed-
justice-programme-officially-launched

Development & Aid
3-London: The EBRD announces it will 
provide a €300-million financing pack-
age for Tunisia’s utility company, So-
ciété Tunisienne de l’Électricité et du 
Gaz (STEG). The package is aimed at 
allowing STEG to implement a climate 
reform roadmap which would make the 
company’s operations more sustainable. 
Funding packages such as this one are 
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a part of the EBRD and the EU’s efforts 
at supporting the decarbonization of 
Tunisia’s energy sector, and are accom-
panied by the introduction of stringent 
climate governance measures. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-pro 
viding-300-million-loan-to-tunisias-
utility-company-steg.html

Development & Aid
8-Luxembourg: The EIB announces a 
financing package of €2.7 million for 
Microfund for Women in Jordan. The 
financing is a part of the EU’s response 
to the pandemic and it falls under the 
Southern Neighbourhood Microfinance 
Facility (SNMF) – a lending facility in-
vesting in microfinance markets in 
Southern Neighbourhood countries. The 
package is expected to support around 
9000 micro-entrepreneurs in Jordan, 
over 90% of which will be women. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-049-
team-europe-eib-and-mfw-support-
jordanian-micro-entrepreneurs-with-
eur-2-7-million

Development & Aid
8-Jerusalem: The EU and the United 
Nations Office for Project Services (UN-
OPS) announce the signature of a part-
nership agreement worth €1 million in 
support of the Office of the Quartet to 
promote fiscal sustainability in Palestine. 
The Office of the Quartet works towards 
creating pro-investment policies in order 
to increase Palestinian economic and 
institutional development in Gaza and 
the West Bank. This agreement aims to 
contribute to the stability of the Pales-
tinian Authority’s budget. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-contributes-pales 
tinian-authoritys-fiscal-sustainability

EU-Southern Neighbourhood
9-Brussels: The European Commission 
(EC) adopts a communication proposing 
a New Agenda for the Mediterranean to 
“relaunch and strengthen the strategic 
partnership between the EU and its 
Southern Neighbourhood partners,” 
25 years after the Barcelona partnership, 
which launched the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership. The communication states 
that under the EU’s new Neighbour-
hood, Development and International 
Cooperation Instrument (NDICI), up to 

€7 billion would be allocated to imple-
menting the agenda between 2021-27. 
The agenda focuses on five policy areas: 
human development, good governance 
and the rule of law; resilience, prosper-
ity and digital transition; peace and se-
curity; migration and mobility; and the 
green transition. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_426

Environment & Sustainability 
10-London: The EBRD and EU an-
nounce a Green Financing Facility in 
Jordan, aimed at promoting green in-
vestment in the private sector, in line 
with Jordan’s National Green Growth 
Plan. The facility is the first internation-
ally supported comprehensive green 
economy programme in the country. The 
programme aims to support businesses 
and homeowners via local banks and 
microfinance institutions with invest-
ments in green technologies aimed at 
reducing emissions, increasing energy 
efficiency, and preserving natural re-
sources. Such cooperation and devel-
opment initiatives in the EU are in line 
with the sustainable economic develop-
ment objectives of the EU Green Deal.
https://www.ebrd.com/news/2021/
ebrd-and-eu-to-promote-green-invest 
ments-in-jordan-.html

Development & Aid
10-Algiers: The Algerian Ministry of 
Health, the EU Delegation to Algeria 
and the UNDP announce the imple-
mentation of a €43-million financing 
agreement aimed at supporting Alge-
ria’s efforts to stop the spread of 
Covid-19. Titled “European Solidarity 
Response to Covid-19 in Algeria,” the 
agreement will assist health facilities 
by providing medical equipment, early 
detection equipment and personal pro-
tective equipment. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-implements-project-
european-solidarity-response-covid-
19-algeria

Development & Aid
19-Brussels: The EU announces it is 
doubling its contribution to COVAX, the 
global initiative leading efforts to ensure 
fair access to Covid-19 vaccines in low 
and middle-income countries. The EU 

is contributing another €500 million, 
bringing the total contribution by the 
EU and individual Member States to 
€2.2 billion. Southern and eastern Med-
iterranean countries such as Tunisia, 
Algeria and Lebanon are among the 
beneficiaries of the COVAX Facility.
https://ec.europa.eu/international-part 
nerships/news/eu-doubles-contribution- 
covax-eu1-billion-ensure-safe-and-
effective-vaccines-low-and-middle_en

Health
22-Brussels and Online: The annual 
plenary session of the Euro-Mediterra-
nean Regional and Local Assembly 
(ARLEM) takes place, addressing topics 
such as the provision of Covid vaccines 
and regional inequality among Mediter-
ranean countries. In particular, the ple-
nary session discusses the New Agen-
da for the Mediterranean; Apostolos 
Tzitzikostas, co-president of ARLEM, 
President of the European Committee 
of the Regions, and governor of the re-
gion of Central Macedonia, welcomed 
the New Agenda’s ambitions, but stressed 
the need for them to be “transformed 
into benefits that reach beyond the cap-
itals and reduce the existing huge terri-
torial disparities.”
https://ufmsecretariat.org/benefits-of-
eus-new-mediterranean-agenda/

Brussels
25-Gender & Inclusivity: The EU an-
nounces the launch of Fa’ela, a new 
initiative aimed at mobilizing Libyan 
women leaders and civil society organi-
zations to increase the participation of 
women in the Libyan peace process, as 
well as social, political and economic 
life in Libya more generally. Only 17 out 
of 75 members of the Libyan Political 
Dialogue Forum are women, and wom-
en account for less than 6% of the Lib-
yan government. In addition, only about 
a third of Libyan women are active in 
the labour market. With €1.1 million 
of funding, Fa’ela will establish a net-
work of CSOs, private sector represen-
tatives and decision-makers to advocate 
for the inclusion of women in leadership 
positions.
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
libya/eu-launches-fa%E2%80%99ela-
new-initiative-boost-women-partici 
pation_en
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March 2021

Health
2-Brussels & Online: The EU-funded 
Med Dialogue for Rights and Equality 
programme launches its first advocacy 
campaign focused on access to infor-
mation on health across the Mediter-
ranean. Through social and traditional 
media platforms, the campaign aims 
to facilitate the provision of accurate 
and transparent information relating to 
Covid-19 statistics and prevention mea-
sures, to support citizens throughout the 
pandemic. Med Dialogue for Rights 
and Equality is an EU-funded Techni-
cal Assistance Programme seeking to 
strengthen the role of civil society on 
a regional scale in building sustainable 
development, encouraging regional 
cohesion and resilience, and influenc-
ing policymaking in the Southern Neigh-
bourhood. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/access-public-health-
information-eu-funded-med-dialogue-
launches-cross

Development & Aid, EU-Morocco
3-Luxembourg: The EIB and the So-
ciété Nationale des Autoroutes du Ma-
roc (ADM) announce the signature of a 
€85-million financing contract aimed at 
accelerating the digitalization of motor-
way infrastructure in Morocco. The 
funding aims to help improve traffic 
flows and increase road user safety. It 
is a part of the EIB’s wider aim of sup-
porting the transport sector in the 
Southern Neighbourhood, as it recovers 
from the ramifications of the pandemic. 
The project is expected to create over 
6,000 jobs during its implementation 
phase.
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-079-
maroc-signature-d-un-contrat-de-
financement-de-85-millions-d-euros-
pour-accelerer-la-digitalisation-des-
infrastructures-de-transport-autorou 
tieres

Development & Aid
5-Brussels: The EU announces it is 
adopting a €130-million assistance 
package to support Syrian refugees and 
local communities in Jordan and Leba-
non, the countries hosting the highest 
number of refugees per capita in the 

world. A decade after the start of the 
Syrian crisis, the funding package aims 
to provide support to refugees in areas 
such as social protection, healthcare 
services and waste management. It will 
also contribute to efforts in Lebanon to 
alleviate the consequences of the Beirut 
port blast. The package will be imple-
mented through the Regional Trust Fund 
in Response to the Syrian crisis, which 
has channelled a significant share of the 
EU’s support for Syria and its neigh-
bouring countries since 2014. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_986

Gender & Inclusivity
5-Barcelona, Online: The UfM hosts an 
online event in celebration of Interna-
tional Women’s Day, attended by over 
700 participants, addressing the chal-
lenges faced by women and girls in the 
Mediterranean to access leadership 
positions. The event covers this issue in 
various sectors including agri-food, the 
digital economy and healthcare, and 
discusses the increased difficulties 
women are facing as a consequence of 
the pandemic, such as higher rates of 
domestic violence or increased unpaid 
care duties. This event is held in the 
context of the UfM’s ongoing Regional 
Dialogue on Women Empowerment, 
which aims to produce an updated re-
gional progress report by the end of the 
year and prepare policy recommenda-
tions for the UfM’s 2022 Ministerial 
Declaration. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/international-
womens-day-2021-news/

Gender & Inclusivity
10-Rabat: In the aftermath of Interna-
tional Women’s Day, the Council of 
Europe and Presidency of the Moroc-
can Public Prosecutor’s Office hold a 
series of activities aimed at strengthen-
ing the role of Moroccan prosecutors 
in the fight against violence against 
women. The activities include theoreti-
cal and practical capacity building and 
working sessions, which will be based 
on existing standards such as the Istan-
bul Convention or the Council of Eu-
rope Convention. This initiative is being 
carried out in the context of the EU and 
the Council of Europe’s South Pro-
gramme IV, titled “Regional support to 

reinforce human rights, rule of law and 
democracy in the South of the Mediter-
ranean.” 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/morocco-strengthening-
role-magistrates-fight-against-violence-
against

Development & Aid
17-London: The EBRD announces a 
new financing package of $100 million 
to Banque du Caire for financing and 
lending to MSMEs in Egypt. The pack-
age is aimed at supporting the local 
economy in Egypt by allowing Banque 
du Caire to increase its financing of 
MSMEs, which are considered to be a 
vital segment of Egypt’s economy and 
a top priority in the bank’s strategy. This 
kind of support for small and local busi-
ness in Egypt is part of the EBRD’s 
long-standing relationship with Egypt, 
a country in which it has been operat-
ing since 2012. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-boosts-
egyptian-private-enterprises-and-trade.
html

Business & Entrepreneurship
17-London: The EBRD and the Bank of 
Palestine announce a partnership to 
support women entrepreneurs in the 
West Bank and Gaza. As the pandem-
ic continues to disproportionately affect 
vulnerable people and women, the pro-
gramme aims to facilitate access to fi-
nance for women-led small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs), as well 
as provide training programmes and 
business advice to support women in 
growing their companies. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-
partners-with-bank-of-palestine-to-
support-women-in-business-in-the-
west-bank-and-gaza.html

Development & Aid
19-Brussels: The EC releases a state-
ment welcoming the endorsement by 
the European Parliament and Council of 
the political agreement on the Neigh-
bourhood, Development and Interna-
tional Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) 
– the instrument aimed at supporting 
the EU’s external action plan between 
2021-2027 with an overall budget of 
€79.5 billion. The financing instrument 
will be essential towards implementing 
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the EU’s renewed partnership with the 
Southern Neighbourhood. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_1267

Justice & Human Rights, EU-Libya
22-Brussels: The Council of Europe 
announces it is imposing further sanc-
tions over serious human rights viola-
tions in Libya. As part of a broader pack-
age of listings under the EU Global 
Human Rights Sanctions Regime, the 
EU is imposing restrictive measures on 
11 individuals and four entities, held re-
sponsible in cases of extrajudicial killings 
and enforced disappearances in Libya. 
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/03/22/eu-impo 
ses-further-sanctions-over-serious-
violations-of-human-rights-around-the-
world/

Health, EU-Tunisia
26-Tunis: The EU delivers health equip-
ment worth €13 million to Tunisia, through 
its ‘’Essaha Aziza’’ programme aimed at 
supporting the country’s healthcare sec-
tor, in cooperation with the Tunisian 
Ministry of Health. The delivery is aimed 
at benefitting hospitals and clinics 
across the entire country, and includes 
a fleet of 193 ambulances to support 
first responder capacity. 
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
tunisia/l%E2%80%99union-europ% 
C3%A9enne-livre-%C3%A0-la-tunisie-
des-%C3%A9quipements-de-sant 
%C3%A9-pour-un-montant_en

Security & Defence, EU-Libya
29-Brussels: The European Council an-
nounces the extension of the mandate of 
the EU’s Common Security and Defence 
Policy (CSDP) military operation in the 
Mediterranean – ‘EUNAVFOR MED IRI-
NI’ – until March 2023. The operation’s 
task is to implement the United Nations 
(UN) arms embargo on Libya through the 
use of aerial, satellite and maritime assets, 
mostly for the inspection and monitoring 
of Libyan vessels off the Libyan coast 
suspected to be carrying arms. EUNAV-
FOR MED IRINI was launched in March 
2020 as an EU contribution to the inter-
national community’s support towards 
the return to peace and stability in Libya.
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/03/26/council-

extends-the-mandate-of-operation-irini-
until-2023/

Development & Aid
30-Brussels: The international commu-
nity announces a pledge of €5.3 billion 
for Syria and neighbouring countries 
hosting refugees, including €3.7 billion 
from the EU and Member States. The 
EU has been a major donor in humani-
tarian, stabilization and resilience assis-
tance to Syria since the start of the crisis 
in 2011. The announcement comes 
during the 5th Brussels Conference on 
“Supporting the future of Syria and the 
Region.” These conferences, which have 
taken place since 2017, bring together 
the international community, as well as 
Syrian, regional and international civil 
society organizations, in support of the 
UN’s efforts towards achieving a political 
solution to the Syrian conflict.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1464

April 2021

Justice & Human Rights, EU-Morocco
8-Rabat: The EU launches a new proj-
ect aimed at supporting freedom of 
expression, association, and assembly 
in Morocco. The project, titled “Hou-
qouq wa Mousawat” aims to promote 
the implementation of a legal framework 
in Morocco conducive to freedom of 
expression, association and assembly. 
It will provide support to civil society 
organizations through the consolidation 
of a fundamental freedoms observatory, 
as well as by organizing capacity build-
ing sessions on monitoring, advocacy 
and international standards for freedom 
of expression, association and access 
to information. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-funds-new-project-
support-freedoms-expression-associa 
tion-and-assembly

Water 
10-Hebron: Construction begins on the 
Hebron Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, a plant which will be built with 
€36 million of funding from the EU, 
France and the World Bank. The plant 
will serve around 400,000 people living 
in Hebron City, Palestine, and will allow 

for the reuse of treated water for agri-
cultural purposes. Currently, sewage 
from the Hebron Governorate runs un-
treated through populated areas such 
as Wadi As-Samen, which significantly 
affects the water quality available for 
residents. Protecting water and the en-
vironment is therefore a key factor to-
wards a more sustainable future for 
Palestinians. This plant is part of the 
EU’s wider objective to protect the wa-
ter and environment in Palestine. The 
EU has projects totalling €135 million 
in the water and sanitation sector, in-
cluding the development of wastewater 
treatment plants in other areas prone to 
scarcity such as Tubas and Nablus. 
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/pa 
lestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-
west-bank-and-gaza-strip/%E2% 
82%AC36-million-eu-france_en

Trade & Diplomacy, EU-Turkey
12-Ankara: EC President Ursula von 
der Leyen releases a statement at the 
joint press conference following the EU 
meetings with the President of Turkey 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, outlining the 
meeting and the EU’s aim to give “new 
momentum” to its relationship with Tur-
key. Von der Leyen discusses the areas 
of priority addressed in the meeting, 
which include strengthening economic 
ties, establishing high-level dialogues 
on issues such as climate change, as 
well as strengthening cooperation on 
mobility, refugees and migration. 
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
turkey/statement-president-von-der-
leyen-joint-press-conference-president-
michel_en

Research, EU-Morocco
13-Rabat: Morocco announces it is 
entering the association process to join 
the EU’s Horizon Europe research pro-
gramme. The status of “Associated 
Country” will improve the visibility and 
attractiveness of Moroccan research 
structures, as well as encourage and 
facilitate their links with EU Member 
States, companies, NGOs and social 
partners. Moroccan researchers will 
also be able to access calls for projects 
from the Horizon Europe programme. 
Morocco’s participation in Horizon Eu-
rope is part of the country’s efforts to 
strengthen cooperation with the EU, as 
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is set out in the objectives of the “Joint 
Declaration of the EU and Morocco” of 
2019. 
www.eeas.europa.eu/node/96507_en

Justice & Human Rights, EU-Syria
13-Brussels: EUHR for Foreign Affairs 
Josep Borrell provides a statement con-
demning the use of chemical weapons 
in Syria. The statement comes in re-
sponse to the release of the second 
report of the Investigation and Identifi-
cation Team to the Executive Council of 
the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and to the 
UN Secretary General, which confirms 
the use of chemical weapons by the 
Syrian Air Force in 2018. Borrell em-
phasized the EU’s support for the re-
port’s findings, stressing that Syria had 
failed to comply with the Chemical 
Weapons Convention.
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/use-chemical-weapons-
syria-statement-high-representative-
josep-borrell

Environment and Sustainability
15-Barcelona, Online: The UfM holds 
an online training programme for young 
people across the Mediterranean on 
skills gaps and employability in the 
Blue Economy sector. 80 students and 
young professionals attend the two-day 
event, which includes sessions tackling 
topics related to the blue economy in 
the Mediterranean, like entrepreneur-
ship, smart specialization strategies, 
technological innovation and partner-
ship building. The blue economy sector 
has changed significantly over the last 
decade, and this training programme 
is part of the UfM’s efforts towards 
promoting initiatives that foster careers 
in the sector while addressing barriers 
to employability such as skills mis-
matches. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/training_
blue_economy/

Health
20-Addis Ababa: The EU launches a 
€100-million humanitarian initiative to 
support Covid-19 vaccination cam-
paigns in Africa. This initiative is part of 
the European Commission’s efforts to 
ensure equitable and safe access to 
vaccines for all. While one part of the 

funding will be allocated to generally 
supporting the rollout of the vaccination 
campaign, another part will be specifi-
cally aimed at vaccine rollout in human-
itarian settings, including conflict zones. 
Southern Mediterranean countries such 
as Algeria, Libya and Egypt are among 
the beneficiary countries. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1816

EU-Southern Neighbourhood
20-Brussels: The European Council 
approves the conclusions of the New 
Agenda for the Mediterranean. These 
conclusions affirm the EU’s ambition to 
renew and strengthen its strategic part-
nership with its Southern Neighbour-
hood. The approval of the Council marks 
a vital step towards the full implemen-
tation of the New Agenda for the Med-
iterranean. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
i n f o r m e d / n e w s / n e w - a g e n d a -
mediterranean-european-council-
approves-conclusions-renewed

Heritage & Culture
21-Beirut: The United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) launches a 3D urban 
documentation of historic areas of Bei-
rut most affected by the port explosion 
of August 2020. The explosion had a 
devastating impact on historic areas of 
the city such as Gemmayzeh, Mar 
Mikhail and Karantina, and UNESCO’s 
documentation project has partnered 
with the Directorate General of Antiqui-
ties of Lebanon, as well as Iconem, an 
organization which specializes in the 3D 
digitalization of endangered cultural her-
itage sites. The initiative is funded by the 
UNESCO Heritage Emergency Fund 
and will provide vital architectural data 
towards achieving the rehabilitation of 
these urban cultural spaces and histor-
ical landmarks. 
www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-
and-partners-launch-3d-urban-docu 
mentation-historic-areas-beirut-affected 
?hub=701

Environment & Sustainability
22-London: The EBRD announces its 
contribution to a $114-million financing 
package for the construction of Kom 
Ombo, Egypt’s largest private solar 

plant. The OPEC Fund for International 
Development, the African Development 
Bank (AfDB), the Green Climate Fund 
and the Arab Bank are among the other 
contributors. The construction of Kom 
Ombo will significantly increase the 
share of renewable energy in Egypt’s 
energy mix, and is expected to serve 
130,000 households. This financing 
package is in line with the EBRD’s ob-
jectives to promote renewable energy 
in North Africa, one of the regions with 
the highest potential for solar energy 
production in the world. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/egypts-
largest-solar-plant-kom-ombo-receives-
us-114-million-financing-package-.html

Health
28-Barcelona, Online: The first high-lev-
el coordination meeting between the 
UfM and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) takes place, bringing together 
representatives from both sides to dis-
cuss further collaboration and the im-
plementation of the MoU signed by both 
parties in 2020. This includes common 
objectives on issues such as health re-
search, clean water, urban development 
and governance, healthy cities, energy 
and climate action, or women’s access 
to health. This kind of high level meeting 
is a continuation of years of collabora-
tion between the two parties, working 
towards achieving more sustainable and 
inclusive societies in the Euro-Mediter-
ranean region.
https://ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-who-
meeting/

May 2021 

Trade & Diplomacy
3-Brussels: The European Council an-
nounces the appointment of Mr Sven 
Koopmans as the EU’s new Special 
Representative (EUSR) for the Middle 
East Peace Process, from May 2021 to 
February 2023. The EUSR for the Mid-
dle East Peace Process has a mandate 
to contribute to the settlement of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict based on a 
two-state solution, and aims to do so by 
maintaining close contact with all par-
ties in the peace process, as well as 
with the UN and other organizations like 
the League of Arab States. The EUSR 

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/node/96507_en
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/use-chemical-weapons-syria-statement-high-representative-josep-borrell
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/use-chemical-weapons-syria-statement-high-representative-josep-borrell
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/use-chemical-weapons-syria-statement-high-representative-josep-borrell
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/use-chemical-weapons-syria-statement-high-representative-josep-borrell
https://ufmsecretariat.org/training_blue_economy/
https://ufmsecretariat.org/training_blue_economy/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1816
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1816
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/new-agenda-mediterranean-european-council-approves-conclusions-renewed
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/new-agenda-mediterranean-european-council-approves-conclusions-renewed
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/new-agenda-mediterranean-european-council-approves-conclusions-renewed
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/news/new-agenda-mediterranean-european-council-approves-conclusions-renewed
http://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-and-partners-launch-3d-urban-docu
http://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-and-partners-launch-3d-urban-docu
http://www.ebrd.com/news/2021/egypts-largest-solar-plant-kom-ombo-receives-us-114-million-financing-package-.html
http://www.ebrd.com/news/2021/egypts-largest-solar-plant-kom-ombo-receives-us-114-million-financing-package-.html
http://www.ebrd.com/news/2021/egypts-largest-solar-plant-kom-ombo-receives-us-114-million-financing-package-.html
https://ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-who-meeting/
https://ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-who-meeting/


A
pp

en
di

ce
s

E
ur

om
ed

 C
hr

on
ol

og
y

IE
M

ed
. M

ed
ite

rr
an

ea
n 

Ye
ar

bo
ok

 2
02

2
42

8

oversees EU regional activities linked to 
the Middle East Peace Process. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/new-eu-special-repre 
sentative-middle-east-peace-process-
appointed

Development & Aid
11-Tripoli, Online: The International Fol-
low-Up Committee on Libya convenes 
via an online meeting to assess Libya’s 
economic situation, as well as areas of 
international support. The committee, 
co-chaired by Egypt, the EU, the United 
States and the United Nations Support 
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), focuses on 
discussing how the international com-
munity and the Libyan Economic Expert 
Commission can support the Libyan 
Government of National Unity, Parlia-
ment and other Libyan institutions as 
they work towards facing the economic 
challenges the country faces. Priorities 
discussed include delivering basic ser-
vices to Libyans, strengthening eco-
nomic institutions and revitalizing the 
private sector.
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/international-follow-
committee-libya-convenes-assess-eco 
nomic-situation

Health
12-Luxembourg: The EIB announces an 
increase in its support to the COVAX 
Facility. The investment comes as part 
of a new €1.5-billion financing package, 
which will provide investment towards 
green energy generation, transmission 
and distribution. €200 million of this 
funding is earmarked for increasing 
Team Europe’s support for COVAX, 
thus scaling up access to Covid-19 
vaccines in beneficiary countries, in-
cluding in Europe’s Southern Neigh-
bourhood, such as Algeria or Tunisia. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-159-
eib-increases-support-for-covax-and-
backs-eur1-5-billion-clean-energy-
water-health-and-education-investment

Environment & Sustainability
17-Brussels: The EC announces it will 
be cooperating with the EIB and the 
European Investment Fund (EIF) in the 
implementation of the new EU Sustain-
able Blue Economy Policy. The an-
nouncement comes as part of the EC’s 

new approach to a green recovery in the 
blue economy, one that aims to ensure 
coherence between the EU’s blue econ-
omy and the European Green Deal. The 
institutions will work jointly with EU 
Member states to help tackle pollution 
in European seas, particularly the Med-
iterranean, and to support investment for 
blue innovation and blue bioeconomy.
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-161-
the-european-commission-and-eu 
ropean-investment-bank-group-join-
forces-to-protect-the-oceans-and-
boost-investment-in-the-sustainable-
blue-economy

Development & Aid
17-London: The AfDBGroup and the 
EBRD sign a memorandum of under-
standing to promote sustainable private 
sector development in Africa. The two 
development finance institutions will 
work in a partnership which is expected 
to focus on climate change, green and 
resilient infrastructure, and the improve-
ment of business environments to mo-
bilize private sector investment in Africa. 
As the pandemic continues to threaten 
progress made towards the UN SDGs, 
while worsening the debt vulnerability 
of African countries, both the EBRD and 
the AfDB hope to play a key role in gen-
erating sustainable private sector devel-
opment for the continent. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/afdb-and-
ebrd-partner-to-unlock-sustainable-
investment-opportunities-in-africa.html

Migration
17-Brussels: The EC reaches an agree-
ment on the entry and residence of high-
ly skilled workers from outside the EU 
into the EU, under the Blue Card Direc-
tive. The Commission claims this new 
scheme will make rules on attracting 
highly-skilled workers more efficient, 
including more flexible admission con-
ditions, enhanced rights and better pos-
sibilities for moving and working be-
tween EU Member States. The Blue Card 
Directive is one of the main goals set 
out in the New Pact on Migration and 
Asylum, and is likely to be an important 
element in future scenarios for migration 
to the EU from southern Mediterranean 
countries. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_2522

Trade & Diplomacy
19-Beirut: The International Support 
Group for Lebanon (ISG), comprising 
the governments of China, France, Ger-
many, Italy, the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, 
as well as the UN, the EU and the Arab 
League, convenes to discuss the situa-
tion in Lebanon. The ISG members focus 
on the increasing challenges in Lebanon, 
the difficulties faced by institutions in 
addressing them, and the growing hard-
ship of the Lebanese population. Mem-
bers call on Lebanese leaders to form a 
fully empowered government to address 
the country’s urgent needs. The ISG was 
launched in 2013 to mobilize support 
and assistance for Lebanon’s stability, 
sovereignty and state institutions. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/international-support-
group-lebanon-expresses-concern-
continuing-political

Development & Aid
25-Brussels: The EC announces an 
increase in the EU’s humanitarian assis-
tance for Palestine by €8 million, bring-
ing the total for 2021 to €34.4 million. 
The funding will be allocated to victims 
of recent violence, which has left hun-
dreds of Palestinians dead. Covid-19 
has aggravated the humanitarian crisis 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and 
the EU aims to provide humanitarian 
assistance such as by creating safe ed-
ucation spaces for vulnerable children 
and increasing its cash assistance to 
the most vulnerable. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_2670

Justice & Human Rights, EU-Syria
27-Brussels: The European Council an-
nounces the extension of EU restrictive 
measures against the Syrian regime for 
one additional year, in response to its 
continued repression of the civilian pop-
ulation. EU sanctions on Syria were in-
troduced in 2011 in response to the vi-
olent repression of the civilian population 
by the Syrian regime. The sanctions also 
target companies, and businessmen 
benefitting from ties with the regime. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/syria-european-council-
extends-sanctions-against-regime-
another-year
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Environment & Sustainability
28-Barcelona, Online: The UfM holds 
its 5th UfM Environment Task Force 
meeting, bringing together country rep-
resentatives and regional stakeholders 
from the UfM environment agenda. The 
meeting focuses on the priorities and 
modalities of the UfM 2030 Greener 
Med Agenda, which sets out objectives 
towards achieving Environmental SDGs 
in the Mediterranean. Among the topics 
discussed are plastic and the green 
circular economy (land and sea), as well 
as sustainable food systems and value 
chains. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/task-force-
joint-action-mediterranean/

Development & Aid, EU-Tunisia
28-Brussels: The EC announces it will 
provide €300 million to Tunisia as part 
of its €600-million macro-financial as-
sistance (MFA) programme in response 
to Covid-19. This MFA will aim to miti-
gate the socioeconomic consequences 
of the pandemic in Tunisia. This first in-
stalment of the MFA package will not be 
tied to any conditions, given the urgent 
financial need. The EU’s MFA to Tunisia 
is part of a wider objective on the part of 
the EU to assist countries in its Southern 
Neighbourhood, like Tunisia, through the 
post-pandemic recovery period. It has 
included other measures such as provid-
ing medical equipment like ambulances 
or financing the COVAX facility.
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
tunisia/lunion-europ%C3%A9enne-
verse-300-millions-deuros-dassistan 
ce-macro-financi%C3%A8re-%C3% 
A0-la_en

Justice & Human Rights, EU-Jordan
31-Amman: The Jordan Integrity and 
Anti-Corruption Commission launches 
a twinning project with the EU to support 
efforts in Jordan to strengthen integrity 
and corruption prevention. This is an 
EU-funded project aimed at reviewing 
the application of the national integrity 
standards in the public sector, and guar-
anteeing compliance with these stan-
dards. The project also aims to create 
mechanisms allowing the Jordan Integ-
rity and Anti-Corruption Commission to 
more effectively assess corruption risks. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-and-jordan-anti-cor 

ruption-commission-launch-twinning-
project

June 2021

Business & Entrepreneurship
1-London & Brussels: The EU and the 
EBRD launch a new programme to 
strengthen growth opportunities for 
small businesses in Tunisia, called In-
sadder. The programme aims to boost 
the competitiveness, productivity and 
export potential of Tunisian SMEs by 
helping them enter external markets. 
Beneficiaries will receive strategic and 
operational support, training on exports, 
and co-financing for certifications re-
quired for exports. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-and-
eu-join-forces-to-boost-exports-by-
tunisian-smes.html

Business & Entrepreneurship
2-Luxembourg: The EIB and CIH Bank 
(Morocco) sign a financing partnership 
from a package of €60 million to sup-
port SMEs in Morocco affected by the 
pandemic. This assistance is intended 
to help develop the private sector in 
Morocco by focusing on SMEs and their 
potential for job creation.
 www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-184-
la-bei-et-cih-bank-joignent-leurs-for 
ces-pour-renforcer-le-soutien-aux-
entreprises

Trade & Diplomacy, EU-Tunisia
4-Brussels: Tunisian President Kais 
Saied visits Brussels and holds meet-
ings with Presidents Charles Michel, 
Ursula von der Leyen and David Maria 
Sassoli from the European Council, EC 
and European Parliament. Tunisia’s stra-
tegic partnership with the EU is dis-
cussed, with a particular focus on youth, 
education, culture, economic ties and 
the socioeconomic impact of the pan-
demic. Two specific areas discussed as 
being vital to future cooperation be-
tween the EU and Tunisia are investing 
in youth through education and training, 
and cooperation on migration, mobility 
and border management. 
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
tunisia/relations-ue-%E2%80%93-
tunisie-pour-un-partenariat-renouvel% 
C3%A9_en

Migration, EU-Libya
7-Tripoli: EU Commissioner for Home 
Affairs Ylva Johansson visits Prime Min-
ister Abdul Hamid Mohammad Dbeiba 
of Libya and other members of the Gov-
ernment of National Unity in Tripoli, to 
discuss issues including the political 
process in Libya, migration and border 
management, and security. As the larg-
est provider of assistance in Libya, the 
EU has a vital relationship with the 
country, cooperating in fields such as 
human development, good governance, 
encouraging youth entrepreneurship 
and empowerment, the response to 
Covid-19 and migration. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-commissioner-
johansson-libya-discuss-migration-
border-management-and

Business & Entrepreneurship
7-London: The EBRD provides a loan 
of $100 million to the National Bank of 
Egypt (NBE) to support SMEs in Egypt 
in areas of energy efficiency, climate 
change mitigation and the implementa-
tion of adaptation technologies. The 
NBE will lend the funds to SMEs in in-
dustry, commerce and agriculture. Egypt 
is a founding member and long-standing 
cooperation partner of the EBRD. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/ebrd-and-nbe-support-
small-businesses-egypt

Development & Aid, EU-Southern 
Neighbourhood
10-Brussels: The EC announces that 
the European Parliament has adopted 
the Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument 
(NDICI) for the period 2021-27. As the 
final step of the adoption process fol-
lowing negotiations between the Euro-
pean Parliament, Council and Commis-
sion, this decision means the EU will be 
able to use the €79.5 billion included 
in the instrument to foster a pandemic 
recovery in the EU’s neighbouring coun-
tries, through international partnerships 
on sustainable development, climate 
change, democracy, governance, peace 
and security. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/european-commission-
welcomes-final-adoption-eus-new-
external-action-budget
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Environment & Sustainability
14-Lisbon: The UfM holds its Third Min-
isterial Conference on Energy, gathering 
energy ministers from the 42 UfM Mem-
ber States to discuss regional coopera-
tion towards energy security and a 
low-carbon transition. The ministers adopt 
a new Ministerial Declaration agreeing to 
join efforts to address the Mediterranean 
region’s energy challenges and to pro-
mote a sustainable and inclusive recov-
ery from the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
declaration is to be developed into con-
crete action plans by three UfM Energy 
Platforms, acting as a platform for dia-
logue that brings together stakeholders 
and organizations from across the region.
https://ufmsecretariat.org/3rd-energy-
ministerial/

Development & Aid
18-Brussels: The EC announces €20 
million in humanitarian funding to be pro-
vided to Algeria, Egypt and Libya, in 
order to support the most vulnerable 
people affected by crises by facilitating 
access to basic needs such as nutrition, 
shelter and clean water. €9 million is 
allocated for supporting Sahrawi refu-
gees in Algeria, €6 million for vulnerable 
people in Libya, and €5 million for refu-
gees and asylum seekers in Egypt. As 
one of the leading humanitarian donors 
in North Africa, the EU has sought to 
adapt its response to the growing needs 
caused by the pandemic.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2874

Migration, EU-Libya
21-Brussels: The European Council an-
nounces the extension of the mandate of 
the European Integrated Border Manage-
ment Assistance Mission in Libya (EU-
BAM Libya) for another two years. The 
mission, which was launched in 2013, is 
tasked with continuing to assist relevant 
Libyan authorities in building state secu-
rity structures in Libya, particularly in areas 
of border management and law enforce-
ment in the central Mediterranean region. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eubam-libyas-mandate-
extended-further-two-years

Business & Entrepreneurship
22-Palestine: The EU-Palestine Invest-
ment Platform meets for the second time 

as the EIB announces a new $425-mil-
lion financing package for the Palestinian 
private sector. The meeting brings to-
gether the EU Representative, the Pales-
tinian Prime Minister, as well as the rep-
resentatives of various European financial 
institutions, to discuss cooperation and 
investment. The EIB’s announcement 
made during this meeting is an example 
of the coordinated effort between the EU 
and the EIB to support the sustainable 
social and economic recovery from the 
Covid-19 crisis in partner countries. 
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/pa 
lestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-
west-bank-and-gaza-strip/eu%E2%80 
%93palestine_en

Environment & Sustainability
30-Brussels: The European Committee 
of the Regions (CoR) publishes a series 
of recommendations to the EU which 
provide a regional and local perspective 
on the EU’s revised strategy towards 
the Mediterranean region. The recom-
mendations include the improvement of 
the health of the Mediterranean sea as 
one of the top priorities. The CoR state-
ment also praises the EU for its inclu-
sion of support for youth entrepreneur-
ship as one of the central pillars of its 
New Agenda for the Mediterranean. 
https://cor.europa.eu/en/news/Pages/
mediterranean-citizens-and-mediter 
ranean-sea-.aspx

July 2021

Business & Entrepreneurship
1-Barcelona: The UfM and Mobile 
World Capital sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding to strengthen their col-
laboration on addressing the digitaliza-
tion needs of the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. While calls for digitalization and 
for a “digital, green transition” are in-
creasingly frequent in the context of the 
post-pandemic recovery, there is a 
growing digital divide across the shores 
of the Mediterranean, with a North-
South digital skills gap and a need to 
bolster digital connectivity and entrepre-
neurship. This partnership seeks to re-
spond to these gaps and establish a 
framework for engagement between the 
UfM and Mobile World Capital towards 
achieving this. 

https://ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-joins-
mwc-barcelona/

Business & Entrepreneurship
2-London: The EBRD announces a 
$10-million financial package to Quds 
Bank in Palestine, intended to boost 
MSMEs and promote international trade 
in the West Bank and Gaza. MSMEs 
represent more than 98% of the local 
market in the Palestinian economy, and 
insufficient access to funding has been 
a constraint on their growth, which has 
been worsened by the pandemic.
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-
strengthens-small-businesses-and-
trade-in-west-bank-and-gaza.html

Research 
7/8-Barcelona: The UfM Regional Plat-
form in Research and Innovation holds 
its 27th meeting, approving new re-
search agendas for the Mediterranean 
on climate change, health and renewable 
energy. International cooperation on Re-
search and Innovation has grown in the 
Mediterranean since the approval of the 
Euro-Med Valletta Declaration on Re-
search and Innovation in 2017, and 
these new agendas will seek to pave the 
way for more effective cooperation in 
the Mediterranean in the future.
ht tps: / /u fmsecretar ia t .org/new-
research-and-innovation-agenda/

Development & Aid
8-Hatay: European Commissioner for 
Crisis Management Janez Lenarcic visits 
the Turkish border with northwestern 
Syria ahead of the upcoming vote on the 
renewal of the UN resolution on cross- 
border aid delivery. The Turkish border 
with Syria is a vital crossing point for the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance for 
millions of Syrians. Commissioner Len-
arcic meets senior UN representatives 
and aid workers, as well as Turkish gov-
ernment officials and local authorities, 
whilst emphasizing the importance of the 
UN cross-border resolution.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3484

Youth
12-Damietta: The Damietta Port Author-
ity (DPA) and Port Training Institute sign 
an agreement with the Damietta Port 
Community for cooperation under YEP 
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MED – a project co-financed by ENI 
CBC MED (European Neighbourhood 
Instrument, Cross-Border Cooperation, 
Mediterranean; an EU Programme). 
YEP MED promotes integration be-
tween education, technical vocational 
and educational training (TVET) and 
career guidance, leading to counselling, 
mentoring, specialized employment 
support, entrepreneurship and job 
placements. In this context, the project 
aims at capacity building for 582 young 
Egyptians to improve their opportunities 
for employment in the port sector. 
www.enicbcmed.eu/egypt-yep-med-
partners-sign-agreement-local-community 
-foster-youth-employment-port-sector

Trade & Diplomacy
27-Brussels: The EUHR for Foreign 
Affairs Josep Borrell releases a state-
ment on behalf of the EU discussing 
recent developments in Tunisia, includ-
ing the suspension of parliament. The 
HR emphasizes the need for Tunisia’s 
democratic transition to be maintained, 
including its commitment to respecting 
the rule of law, the Constitution and the 
legislative framework. The HR calls for 
“institutional stability” to be restored and 
for parliamentary activity to be resumed. 
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/07/27/tunisia-
declaration-by-the-high-representative-
on-behalf-of-the-eu/

Business & Entrepreneurship
28-London: Lebanon joins the EBRD’s 
Star Venture programme, which provides 
innovative start-ups with tailored adviso-
ry services. Other beneficiary countries 
of the programme include Egypt, Jordan 
and Tunisia, and selected start-ups come 
from a range of sectors including educa-
tional technology, sustainable fashion 
and cloud computing. The EBRD has 
been investing in Lebanon since the start 
of its engagement with the country, sup-
porting private sector development, sus-
tainable energy and increasing the effi-
ciency of public service delivery. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-
supports-highpotential-startups-in-
lebanon.html

Health
29-Luxembourg: The EIB makes a 
€250,000-donation to UNICEF Luxem-

bourg and Red Cross International, both 
operating in Tunisia to provide some 
relief to the country’s health system, 
which has been heavily affected by the 
pandemic. The funds will be used for 
providing oxygen concentrators to var-
ious hospitals and sending mobile units 
of doctors and nurses to rural areas of 
the country to treat Covid patients with 
little access to healthcare. 
www.eib.org/en/press/news/donation-
to-help-tunisia-tackle-covid-19-crisis

Justice & Human Rights
30-Brussels: The European Council 
adopts a framework for targeted sanc-
tions to address the ongoing financial, 
economic, social and political crisis in 
Lebanon. This framework provides the 
possibility of imposing sanctions on per-
sons and entities responsible for under-
mining democracy or the rule of law in 
Lebanon through actions such as ob-
structing the political process, under-
mining the holding of elections or seri-
ous financial misconduct concerning 
public funds. 
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/07/30/lebanon-
eu-adopts-a-framework-for-targeted-
sanctions/

Heritage & Culture
30-Rome: The UfM Secretary General 
Nasser Kamel addresses the Ministers 
of Culture at the G20 Culture Summit. 
The summit concluded with a new Min-
isterial Declaration on Culture, to which 
the UfM contributed. Secretary Gener-
al Kamel speaks at panels focusing on 
cultural heritage, creativity and indige-
nous people’s knowledge of climate 
action, mitigation and adaptation, and 
he discusses the Mediterranean expe-
rience of human adaptability to climate 
change. 
h t tps : / /u fmsecre ta r ia t .o rg/u fm-
secretary-general-g20-culture/

August 2021

Health, EU-Algeria
3-Algiers: Following a request made by 
the Algerian Ministry of Health, the 
EU-funded “European Solidarity Re-
sponse to Covid-19 in Algeria,” an-
nounces its provision of 750 oxygen 

concentrators has been received and is 
ready for use by public health organiza-
tions. The concentrators are being de-
livered by the National People’s Army. 
This project aims to support the Algeri-
an public health system in its ongoing 
fight against the consequences of 
Covid-19. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/algeria-receives-750-
oxygen-concentrators-part-european-
solidarity

Health
4-Brussels: The EC announces the al-
location of €5.5 million in humanitarian 
funding to support the Covid-19 re-
sponse in Lebanon. This comes in ad-
dition to the previous allocation of €50 
million in humanitarian aid. The funding 
is aimed at supporting vaccination rates, 
preventing infections, as well as critical 
health needs like psycho-social support. 
A year after the Beirut blast, the country 
continues to face a profound socioeco-
nomic crisis, exacerbated by the pan-
demic. The new funding aims to help 
improve outbreak detection at commu-
nity level, strengthen testing capacity 
and reinforce the health system.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4042

Migration
9-Rome: Operation “EUNAVFOR MED 
IRINI” – an EU Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP) military opera-
tion in the Mediterranean – announces 
the signing of a working arrangement 
with the EU Border Assistance Mission 
in Libya (EUBAM Libya). Operations 
IRINI and EUBAM will seek to establish 
effective cooperation in order to 
strengthen their actions responding to 
newly emerging issues in Libya. EUBAM 
assists relevant Libyan authorities in 
security-related issues, particularly in 
areas of border management.
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eunavfor-med-irini-and-
eubam-libya-sign-working-arrangement

Environment & Sustainability
16-London: The EBRD provides a 
$50-million loan to Egyptian bank QNB 
ALAHLI, to be used on supporting 
SMEs and green investments in Egypt. 
The EU will support the financing, which 
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will be extended by QNB ALAHLI to 
SMEs in agribusiness, residential, in-
dustrial, commercial and service sec-
tors, developing green, energy efficien-
cy, water efficiency, renewable energy 
or resource efficiency projects. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-
donors-and-qnb-alahli-boost-green-
investments-in-egypt.html

Development & Aid
16-Brussels: The EU announces the 
provision by 13 European countries of 
urgent Covid-related assistance to Tu-
nisia via the EU Civil Protection Mech-
anism. Countries including Belgium, 
Austria, Spain and Portugal provide 
close to 1.3 million vaccine doses, 8 
million face masks, as well as antigen 
tests, ventilators and other vital medical 
equipment. The EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism aims to strengthen cooper-
ation between EU Member States and 
six Participating States in the field of 
civil protection, as a way of improving 
prevention, preparedness and response 
to disasters in European and neighbour-
ing countries. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_4243

September 2021

Trade & Diplomacy
1-London: The EBRD provides a 
$5-million trade finance limit to the Bank 
of Palestine to support local exporters 
and importers from the West Bank and 
Gaza. The Covid-19 pandemic has pro-
duced a strong demand for trade financ-
ing in Palestine as a way of boosting the 
import and export of vital goods. To this 
end, the EBRD has previously estab-
lished its Trade Facilitation Programme 
(TFP), to promote international trade 
amongst its member countries.
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-and-
bank-of-palestine-boost-trade-in-west-
bank-and-gaza.html

Youth & Education
6-Jordan: The EDU-SYRIA/EDU-JOR-
DAN programme announces it is open-
ing scholarship applications for Syrian 
refugees living in refugee camps who 
apply to do bachelor’s degrees at 
Zarqa University, Jordan. EDU-SYRIA/

EDU-JORDAN is an EU-funded project 
which provides higher education oppor-
tunities for Syrian refugees and vulner-
able Jordanian youth. The programme 
offers scholarships for higher education 
(bachelor’s and master’s), as well as 
vocational education, technical training, 
special entrepreneurial training, or sum-
mer programmes for school students. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/edu-syria-bachelors-
degree-scholarships-now-open-
syrians-living-inside

Development & Aid
8-Brussels: The EU releases €80,000 
of humanitarian funding to provide 
emergency relief to 25,000 people af-
fected by forest fires in northern Algeria. 
The aid will go to the Algerian Red 
Crescent to support families in the 
provinces of Bejaia, Tizi Ouzou, Jijel and 
Setif with emergency shelter, house-
hold items, food packages and psycho-
social support. It will also support the 
Algerian Red Crescent by allowing it to 
sustain the mobilization of its staff and 
volunteers. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/european-union-helps-
victims-forest-fires-algeria

Trade & Diplomacy
8/10-Libya & Tunisia: EUHR for Foreign 
Affairs Josep Borrell visits Libya and 
Tunisia. In Libya, Borrell voices the EU’s 
intentions to continue to contribute to 
the stabilization of the country, and rais-
es areas of ongoing cooperation be-
tween the EU and Libya, such as Oper-
ation Irini. In Tunisia, Borrell meets with 
President Kais Saied, as well as minis-
ters, independent bodies and repre-
sentatives of Tunisian civil society. In a 
statement, Borrell says he intends to 
“listen to our Tunisian friends” and “sup-
port the Tunisian people in building a 
sustainable democracy.” 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/first-official-visit-eu-
high-representativevice-president-
borrell-tunisia

Trade & Diplomacy
21-London: The EBRD provides the 
Housing Bank for Trade and Finance in 
Jordan with a $50-million trade finance 
limit to support exports and imports in 

the country. This facility comes under 
the EBRD’s Trade Facilitation Pro-
gramme, which seeks to enhance con-
nectivity between banks, thus expand-
ing the access of the Jordanian 
Housing Bank to a larger banking net-
work and more international business 
opportunities. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-
fosters-trade-in-jordan-.html

Trade & Diplomacy, EU-Lebanon
21-Brussels: The EU states its support 
for the Lebanese Parliament in its con-
firmation through a vote of confidence 
of the new government headed by Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati. In its statement, 
the EU commends the agenda of the 
new government in its ambitions to face 
Lebanon’s multifaceted crisis, and wel-
comes calls for a strengthening of Leb-
anon’s partnership with the EU. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/lebanon-statement-
high-representative-confidence-vote-
new-government

Development & Aid
29-Brussels: EU ambassadors ap-
prove a budget amendment unlocking 
€149.6 million of funding from the EU 
budget to support the most vulnerable 
among the Syrian refugee population in 
Turkey. Turkey is the country with the 
highest refugee population in the world, 
and budget amendments like this one 
allow for the EU to continue providing 
support to refugees and host commu-
nities in Turkey, through programmes 
such as the Emergency Social Safety 
Net (ESSN) – the biggest humanitarian 
programme in the EU’s history – which 
provides multi-purpose cash assis-
tance on a monthly basis to approxi-
mately 1.8  million refugees in Turkey to 
cover essential needs like rent, trans-
port, bills, food and medicine. 
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/09/29/humani 
tarian-support-to-refugees-in-turkey-
approval-for-a-2021-eu-budget-amend 
ment/

Environment & Sustainability
30-Morocco: The EU and its Member 
States launch “climate diplomacy 
weeks” across Morocco, from 30 Sep-
tember to 17 October, to address the 
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theme of “Action and Ambition.” The 
“climate diplomacy weeks” will be orga-
nized in association with Moroccan 
partner organizations, with the intention 
of discussing climate change action 
ahead of COP26. Activities include 
youth workshops, meetings between 
young people and European diplomats, 
or a radio and web campaign to raise 
awareness on climate change. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/climate-diplomacy-
weeks-eu-and-its-member-states-
mobilise-climate-morocco

October 2021

EU-Southern Neighbourhood
4-Online: MAJALAT, an EU-funded ini-
tiative for EU-civil society dialogue in the 
southern Mediterranean region, an-
nounces the project is closing. Since its 
conception in 2018, MAJALAT has or-
ganized debates that have brought to-
gether civil society organizations, trade 
unions, policymakers and experts from 
across the Mediterranean. Its past ac-
tivities have included national roundta-
bles in Lebanon, Tunisia and Morocco, 
and annual Civil Society Forums. The 
aim of the project has been to offer a 
multi-layered space for dialogue be-
tween the EU and partner countries in 
the southern Mediterranean. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-funded-initiative-
majalat-comes-end

Environment & Sustainability
4-Cairo: The 2nd UfM Ministerial Con-
ference on Environment and Climate 
Action takes place in Cairo, gathering 
ministers from the 42 member countries 
of the UfM. The ministers agree on a 
common agenda to bolster efforts to 
tackle the climate and environmental 
challenges of the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. The conference takes place 
against the backdrop of a summer dom-
inated by climate and environmental 
emergencies across the Mediterranean, 
and as warnings from the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) highlights the Mediterranean 
as one of the world’s regions most vul-
nerable to the effects of climate change. 
Ministers discuss the importance of 

mainstreaming climate action across all 
sectoral policies, including energy, ag-
riculture, transport or industry, and also 
highlighted the need for more invest-
ments and sustainable finance. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/ministerial-
climate-environment-2021/

Environment & Sustainability
6-Monastir, Tunisia: As part of the 
COMMON project, a team of scientists 
and marine biologists from Institut Na-
tional des Sciences et Technologies de 
la Mer and the Centre National de Veille 
Zoosanitaire, in Tunisia, visit local fish-
ermen in Monastir, Tunisia, to discuss 
the effects of marine litter on biodiver-
sity. COMMON is an EU-funded project 
aimed at tackling marine litter in the 
Mediterranean, working across Italy, 
Lebanon and Tunisia. Exchanges such 
as this one are central to the project’s 
aim to include local communities in de-
veloping solutions to mitigate marine 
litter. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/tunis ia-common-
project-discusses-marine-litter-and-its-
impact-local

Environment & Sustainability
11-Amman: The Jordanian Minister of 
Water and Irrigation signs a €24-million 
contract for an EU co-funded project 
aimed at improving access to water, 
water distribution performance and 
sewage disposal in the northern Irbid 
Governorate. The project is also funded 
by the Agence Française de Dévelop-
pement (AFD). Building resilience in 
water systems and infrastructure in 
southern Mediterranean countries such 
as Jordan is a key priority for EU devel-
opment and cooperation in the Mediter-
ranean. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/jordan-eu24-million-
strengthen-and-restructure-water-
networks-northern

Migration
12-Cairo: The “European Asylum Sup-
port Office (EASO) regional conference 
on international protection and persons 
with specific protection needs in North 
Africa and Niger” takes place in Cairo, 
Egypt, chaired by the head of the EU 
Delegation to Egypt, Ambassador Chris-

tian Berger. Topics discussed through-
out the conference include cooperation 
between EASO and Egypt, regionally 
and bilaterally, as well as the need to 
continue the approach of jointly design-
ing activities to support asylum-related 
capacities. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/egypt-hosts-easo-
regional-conference

Trade & Diplomacy
13/14-Madrid: The 5th MedThink 5+5 
Forum is held in Madrid, bringing to-
gether diplomats, experts and practi-
tioners from Member States of the 5+5 
Dialogue (Algeria, France, Italy, Libya, 
Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, 
Spain, Tunisia), to discuss the transfor-
mation and future of the western Med-
iterranean region in the post-Covid-19 
context. Participants emphasize the 
importance of the 5+5 Dialogue in the 
post-Covid-19 world to foster coop-
eration in the Mediterranean, on topics 
such as the enhancement of regional 
value chains, water security or the dig-
ital transition to achieve sustainable 
urban development. 
h t tps : / /medth ink5plus5.org/en/ 
2021/10/14/what-prospects-for-the-
55-dialogue-in-a-mediterranean-in-
transformation/

Development & Aid
14-London: The EBRD announces it is 
supporting olive oil production in Tunisia 
with a €6.2-million loan to the Compag-
nie Générale des Industries Alimen-
taires (COGIA SA) to boost Tunisian 
olive oil producers. Tunisia is one of the 
world’s five largest olive oil producers, 
and these funds are therefore intended 
to develop a sector of major strategic 
importance to the Tunisian economy by 
promoting regional integration, strength-
ening export competitiveness and thus 
bolstering economic growth. 
https://www.ebrd.com/news/2021/
ebrd-promotes-tunisias-oliveoil-sector.
html

Development & Aid, EU-Palestine
14-East Jerusalem: The EU and Ger-
many launch the East Jerusalem Tourism 
Development Programme and inaugu-
rate the Tourism Development Hub in 
East Jerusalem. These projects aim to 
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maintain the Palestinian identity and 
support the tourism sector of East Je-
rusalem. Tourism is one of the main 
income-generating activities in the city 
and is therefore vital towards maintain-
ing a Palestinian presence. However, 
it has been heavily affected by Covid-19, 
and these programmes aim to revive 
the sector. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-and-germany-launch 
-east-jerusalem-tourism-development-
programme

Business & Entrepreneurship
19-London: The EBRD loans €80 mil-
lion to Reefy Microfinance Enterprise 
Services, Egypt’s first licensed microfi-
nance institution, to finance women 
entrepreneurs in the country. The loan 
is provided under the EBRD’s Women 
in Business programme, which pro-
motes the participation of women in the 
economy and provides financial, advi-
sory, training and mentoring support to 
women-led small businesses. Focus will 
be placed on supporting women outside 
Greater Cairo and Alexandria. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-eu-
and-reefy-step-up-support-for-women-
entrepreneurs-in-egypt.html

Migration 
21-Barcelona: UfM Member States en-
dorse the Rapid Response Mechanism 
for Higher Education in the Euro-Med-
iterranean Region, a regional initiative to 
provide refugee and displaced popula-
tions with rapid access to higher edu-
cation. Only 1% of refugees of relevant 
age worldwide have access to higher 
education, and the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
has set the goal of increasing this to 
15%. To this end, the project endorsed 
by the UfM aims at running emergen-
cy two-year scholarship programmes 
for 300 beneficiaries in 10 countries 
including Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco 
and Turkey. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/som-oct- 
2021/

Environment & Sustainability
25-Cairo: The EIB, the Delegation of 
the EU to Egypt, the French Develop-
ment Agency and the German Develop-
ment Bank organize a seminar on the 

instruments and prospects of the sus-
tainable financing of water projects, in 
the context of Cairo Water Week. The 
seminar discusses the role of the EU, 
EU financial instruments and EU Mem-
ber States in supporting the water sec-
tor in Egypt. As one of the regions most 
affected by the ongoing effects of cli-
mate change, the Mediterranean, and 
countries like Egypt, are likely to be in-
creasingly affected by water scarcity. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-350-
cairo-water-week-team-europe-high 
lights-importance-of-sustainable-water-
financing

Environment & Sustainability
27-Online: A new EU-funded project to 
develop sustainable waste management 
in the Mediterranean, called MED-
4WASTE, is launched during an online 
meeting. The project, which targets Ita-
ly, Greece, Spain, Jordan, Tunisia and 
Lebanon, aims to facilitate new gover-
nance models for integrated and effi-
cient urban waste management policies 
across the Mediterranean. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/med4waste-new-eu-
funded-project-develop-sustainable-
waste-management

Trade & Diplomacy
28-Brussels: EUHR for Foreign Affairs 
Josep Borrell meets with Palestinian 
Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh in 
Brussels, to discuss the EU’s support 
for the Palestinian people and for Pal-
estinian state-building. Borrell empha-
sizes the EU’s ongoing commitment to 
a negotiated and comprehensive reso-
lution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
based on a two-state solution, as well 
as the need to relaunch meaningful ne-
gotiations and revive the peace process. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/palestine-high-repre 
sentativevice-president-josep-borrell-
met-prime

November 2021

Development & Aid,
3-Brussels: The EU announces it is 
transferring a contribution of €15.6 mil-
lion to the Palestinian Ministry of Fi-
nance to assist with payments of sala-

ries and pensions for civil servants in the 
health and education sectors in the 
West Bank. This is in response to the 
ongoing challenges posed by the eco-
nomic crisis in occupied Palestinian 
territory, exacerbated by the pandemic 
and ongoing tensions with Israel. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/
stay-informed/news/palestine-eu156-
million-eu-payment-october-salaries-
and-pensions

Development & Aid
4-London: The EBRD publishes its 
Regional Economic Prospects report, 
in which it raises its growth forecast for 
the southern and eastern Mediterra-
nean to 4.2% for 2021. The rise is 
driven by the recovery in economic 
activity in the region, characterized by 
a rebound in the agriculture and tele-
communications sectors, and growth 
in tourism and exports. The report 
states that future economic growth will 
depend on factors such as the ongoing 
recovery from the pandemic, progress 
in vaccination rollout or advancing dig-
italization as a key step towards attract-
ing investment. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-raises 
-forecast-for-southern-and-eastern-
mediterranean-region.html

Youth & Education
10-Tunis & Online: The European Train-
ing Foundation holds its 7th Forum for 
the Development of Entrepreneurial 
Learning, which focuses on Tunisia. The 
forum discusses how the Tunisian gov-
ernment and international partners can 
strengthen and expand the network of 
entrepreneurial vocational education 
and training centres. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/etf-7th-forum-develop 
ment-entrepreneurial-learning-focus-
tunisia

Trade & Diplomacy
11/13-Paris: The International Libya 
Conference, co-chaired by France, Ger-
many, Italy, the UN and Libya takes 
place during the 4th edition of the Par-
is Peace Forum. The conference is at-
tended by EUHR for Foreign Affairs, 
Josep Borrell, and by President of the 
European Commission, Ursula von der 
Leyen. The conference discusses the 
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situation in Libya and calls for a resolu-
tion to ongoing security challenges. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/hrvp-josep-borrell-par 
ticipates-international-libya-conference

Health
14-Jordan: The EU partners with Radio 
Al-Balad in Jordan to launch a nation-
wide “Vaccine Misinformation Cam-
paign.” The campaign will seek to com-
bat Covid-19 and vaccine misinformation 
by sharing sound and accessible infor-
mation on the safety and effectiveness 
of the Covid-19 vaccine, and on ways of 
adapting to and fighting the pandemic. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/jordan-eu-and-radio-al-
balad-join-forces-combat-vaccine-mis 
information

Migration
15-Cairo: The 3rd EU–Egypt Political 
Dialogue on Migration is launched by 
Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sameh Shoukry and EU Commissioner 
for Migration, Home Affairs and Citi-
zenship Ylva Johansson, in Cairo. The 
meeting aims to discuss all aspects of 
the EU’s cooperation with Egypt on 
migration. Topics addressed include 
fighting human trafficking and smug-
gling, promoting regular migration, the 
need for investment and job creation 
to support youth, and Egypt’s efforts to 
host millions of migrants, including Syr-
ian refugees. These common challeng-
es are central to the EU and Egypt’s 
partnership.
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/joint-press-statement-
third-eu-egypt-political-dialogue-
migration

Business & Entrepreneurship
18-London: The EBRD provides a 
$3-million loan to Vitas Palestine, a mi-
crofinance institution in the West Bank 
and Gaza, to boost MSMEs. MSMEs in 
the West Bank and Gaza represent a 
significant portion of the economy, and 
their limited access to finance has been 
worsened by the pandemic. The funds 
will be distributed by Vitas Palestine to 
local businesses.
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-sup 
ports-small-businesses-in-west-bank-
and-gaza-.html

Culture & Heritage
28/29-Barcelona: On the occasion of 
the first annual celebration of the Day of 
the Mediterranean, Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs of the UfM gather in Barcelona 
for the 6th UfM Regional Forum. The 
Forum produced an agreement from the 
ministers on the need to further intensi-
fy regional integration and cooperation 
in the Mediterranean. The newly estab-
lished “Day of the Mediterranean” is 
celebrated with the aim of recognizing 
Mediterranean culture, embracing the 
rich diversity of the region. It is intended 
as a call for cooperation amongst the 
countries of the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/first-annual-
celebration-of-the-day-of-the-mediter 
ranean/

Environment & Sustainability
29-Barcelona: A new MoU, focused on 
climate action, economic integration 
and support for women and youth is 
signed between the UfM and the Re-
gional Bureau for Arab States of the 
UNDP. The MoU sets out to strengthen 
collaboration between both entities in 
order to address common challenges 
across the Mediterranean and among 
Arab States. One of the specific actions 
to be taken is the development of a 
Mediterranean Climate Change Hub, 
aiming to provide training to central and 
local public administration officers on 
climate adaptation. 
https://ufmsecretariat.org/new-agree 
ment-between-undp-and-ufm-2021/

December 2021

Migration
2-Brussels: The EU announces the al-
location of an additional €325 million in 
humanitarian aid for refugees in Turkey. 
The funds will be used to extend the 
EU’s ESSN programme until early 2023. 
The ESSN provides monthly cash trans-
fers to over 1.5 million refugees in Tur-
key, to cover essential needs such as 
rent, transport, bills, food and medicine. 
This funding is part of a €3-billion pack-
age to support refugees in Turkey, an-
nounced by President Ursula von der 
Leyen following the European Council 
of June 2021. Turkey hosts the largest 

number of refugees worldwide – 4 mil-
lion, of which 3.7 million are estimated 
to be Syrians, the majority of which live 
outside camps. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_6470

Migration, EU-Egypt
5-Cairo: The EU Delegation to Egypt 
launches a cooperation project titled 
“Governance on Migration through In-
stitutional Support,” in Cairo. The proj-
ect aims to set up cooperation and ex-
change of expertise and experience, 
with the goal of facilitating safe and 
orderly migration and mobility. The proj-
ect is established following the EU-
Egypt High Level Dialogue on Migration 
in November 2021. Migration partner-
ships with neighbouring countries is a 
key element of the EU’s migration strat-
egy, and Egypt is therefore a key partner 
on this issue. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/egypt-governance-
migration-through-institutional-support-
project-launched

Water
6-Palestine: The Palestinian Ministry of 
Finance signs a financing agreement 
with the German Development Bank, 
funded by the EU, to improve availabil-
ity and reliability of water supply ser-
vices in Gaza City and Jabalia. The 
project will fund the construction of a 
new concrete reservoir in the region. 
The EU and Germany are large contrib-
utors towards increasing the availability 
of drinking water in northern Gaza, 
where drinking water availability is one 
of the lowest in the world. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-provides-eur-9-
million-improve-water-supply-services-
gaza-city-and

Development & Aid
7-London: The EBRD announces a new 
€49-million loan to the Tunisian Minis-
try of Agriculture to modernize irrigation 
infrastructure, serving 37 oases in Tu-
nisia’s southern governorates of Gabès, 
Gafsa, Kebili and Tozeur. These oases 
are the primary source of employment 
and income in the region, and the funds 
will therefore aim to increase access to 
more economic opportunities for wom-
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en and young people. Overall, the loan 
aims to improve access to irrigation 
water for over 6,800 farmers and their 
families. 
www.ebrd.com/news/2021/ebrd-
supports-modernisation-of-irrigation-
infrastructure-in-southern-tunisia-.html

Business & Entrepreneurship
9-Tunis: The EIB signs financing con-
tracts with microfinancing institutions 
and tech companies in Tunisia, to sup-
port entrepreneurship, innovation and 
social infrastructure. This funding falls 
under the Microfinance Facility for the 
Southern Neighbourhood, set up in co-
operation with the EU. The financing, 
totalling €63 million, will go towards 
Enda Tamweel, a microfinance institu-
tion; One Tech Group, a tech company; 
and Transtu, the Tunisian public trans-
port authority. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-444-
tunisie-la-bei-mobilise-63-millions-d-
euros-pour-renforcer-son-soutien-a-l-
entreprenariat-a-l-innovation-et-aux-
infrastructures-sociales

Migration
9-Brussels: The European Council 
adopts a regulation which upgrades the 
European Asylum Support Office (EASO) 
into a fully-fledged agency, the EU 
Agency for Asylum. The new agency will 
be responsible for improving the func-
tioning of the common European asylum 
system, by providing technical and op-
erational assistance to Member States 
and assisting with the assessment of 
applications for international protection. 
The creation of the European Union 
Agency for Asylum was one of the key 
pillars of the European Commission’s 
New Pact for Migration and Asylum. 
www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2021/12/09/migration-
and-asylum-pact-council-adopts-eu-
asylum-agency-regulation/

Justice & Human Rights
14-Tunis: The Tunisian National Body 
for Combating Trafficking in Persons 
(INLTP) and the Council of Europe 
launch the National Referral Mechanism 
for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, in 
Tunisia. The National Referral Mecha-
nism (NRM) is a framework using a hu-
man rights approach for identifying 
potential victims of human trafficking, 
and referring them to services which 
can offer support adapted to their 
needs. The NRM is aimed at people 
working with victims of human traffick-
ing, and is the first mechanism of its kind 
in the Middle East and North Africa. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/tunisia-launched-new-
initiative-better-detect-and-help-victims 
-human

Justice & Human Rights
14-Brussels: The Council of Europe 
adopts sanctions against the Wagner 
Group, a Russia-based private military 
entity. The Wagner Group has operated 
in conflict zones around the world in-
cluding in Libya and Syria, and individ-
uals listed by the EU are linked to seri-
ous human rights abuses, such as 
torture and extrajudicial executions. 
Measures such as these mark the EU’s 
aim to curtail the activities of the Wag-
ner Group in its southern and eastern 
neighbourhoods. 
https://euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-
informed/news/eu-imposes-restrictive-
measures-against-wagner-group

Water
17-Amman: The EIB signs a €70-mil-
lion loan in Amman to invest in the re-
duction of water losses in Jordan. The 
funding will improve access to Jordan’s 
limited water resources in communities 
in the Jordan Valley and major cities. In 
the context of climate change, investing 
in strengthening resilience and adapting 

to increased water demand is a key pri-
ority in the region. 
www.eib.org/en/press/all/2021-470-
jordanian-ministers-welcome-eur-70-
million-eib-support-to-improve-use-of-
scarce-water-in-the-jordan-valley

Migration
21-Brussels: The EC adopts two fi-
nancing decisions, totaling €560 mil-
lion, to provide higher education and 
inclusive quality education for refugees 
in Turkey, and to support border protec-
tion. Most of this funding (€530 million) 
will go towards increasing access to 
higher education for refugees through 
scholarships, while another portion of 
funding (€30 million) will go towards 
capacity building in border protection, 
including improving the conditions 
faced by migrants and refugees in Tur-
key’s hosting centres. 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_6931

Development & Aid
22-Brussels: The EU announces it is 
mobilizing €10 million in humanitarian 
aid to Syria, to mitigate the effects of 
drought on the most vulnerable. The 
funding will aim to increase access to 
water and rehabilitate critical water in-
frastructure, provide food and nutrition, 
expand medical services and provide 
assistance to vulnerable people in the 
winter with heating fuel, winter clothes, 
blankets and tents. Since the summer 
of 2021, Syria has faced its worst 
drought in 70 years, which has caused 
a major water crisis. Over 5 million peo-
ple in Syria are losing access to water, 
food and electricity. This provides an 
example of how climate change is likely 
to affect the most vulnerable as its ef-
fects continue to increase in the Medi-
terranean region.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/press 
corner/detail/en/ip_21_7065
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