Chronologies

Chronology of Events
in Israel and Palestine

The beginning of 2008 sees rockets
fired into Israel from the Gaza Strip,
leading to the closure of the Egyptian
border crossings. Trucks carrying food,
humanitarian supplies and fuel are de-
nied entry and living conditions for in-
habitants of the strip are considerably
worsened as a result.

A year of intense diplomatic activity be-
gins in January with the visit from US
President, George W. Bush, to Israel
and the Palestinian territories. The US
Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice,
also travels to the area on several oc-
casions. The diplomatic activity con-
tinues in March and April with visits
from the German Chancellor, Angela
Merkel, the US Vice President, Dick
Cheney, and former US President, Jim-
my Carter, as well as the meeting in
Russia between the chief of the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA), Mahmoud Ab-
bas, and the Russian President, Vladimir
Putin. In July, Barak Obama, US De-
mocratic Senator and candidate for
President, meets with Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders.

Also in 2008 the Israeli government is
investigated over its management dur-
ing the war in the summer of 2006. In
January the Winograd commission pres-
ents a report that exonerates the Israeli
Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, but which
detects “serious failings and shortcom-
ings” in the country’s political and mil-
itary leadership during the conflict.

In May the investigation opened into
corruption allegations against Olmert
provokes reactions both externally and
from within his own party. Olmert is
forced to call primary elections, which
are won by the Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter, Tzipi Livni. At the end of July, Olmert
bows to pressure and announces his
resignation from his position as Prime

Minister. In October Tzipi Livni, the
new leader of the Kadima party, an-
nounces that she has been unable to
form a new government coalition and
asks the President to call early elec-
tions, which will take place on 10 Feb-
ruary 2009.

In February the Israeli Deputy Defence
Minister, Matan Vilnai, warns that rock-
et launches from the Gaza Strip may
have serious consequences for the
Palestinians, and uses the word shoah,
a Hebrew term used to refer to the holo-
caust. Later, government officials try to
downplay his words. However, a se-
ries of air strikes are carried out on the
Gaza Strip, which continue until March
with the aim of preventing further rock-
et launches into Israeli territory.
Following months of negotiations, the
ceasefire between Israel and Hamas
enters into force in June, having been
threatened on several occasions. At the
beginning of July, for example, Israel
responds to rocket launches from the
Gaza Strip by closing the border cross-
ings, worsening living conditions for
civilians there. In July five Lebanese
soldlers are released and the remains of
200 Lebanese and Egyptian soldiers
are returned, in exchange for the bod-
ies of the two Israeli soldiers whose
capture provoked the war between Is-
rael and Lebanon in 2006.

At the beginning of November Israeli
troops are involved in clashes with
Hamas soldiers. The tension mounts
until Hamas declares an end to the De-
cember ceasefire. The Israeli army re-
sponds by launching an offensive
against the Gaza Strip in order to force
Hamas to stop firing rockets. The attack
causes 200 casualties, including civil-
ians. After being condemned by the in-
ternational community, the offensive is

brought to an end with Israel’s unilat-
eral ceasefire declaration in January
20009.

January 2008
Israel

= On 9 January a court in Tel Aviv con-
victs David Shamir, a major in the Israel
Defence Forces (IDF) reserves, with at-
tempted espionage for trying to sell mil-
itary secrets to countries like Iran and
Russia and to groups such as the Islamic
Hamas movement.

= On 16 January the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Ehud Olmert suffers a serious set-
back after the extreme right Yisrael Beit-
einu party withdraws from the ruling
coalition in protest against the govern-
ment's decision to hold talks with the
Palestinians on fundamental issues such
as borders, refugees and the status of
Jerusalem. Beiteinu’s withdrawal leaves
Olmert's coalition with a narrow major-
ity in the Knesset (Parliament).

= On 17 January the Israeli Defence
Minister confirms that Israel has con-
ducted a missile test near Jerusalem,
raising suspicions that this might form
part of a long-range missile develop-
ment programme or improvements to
their anti-missile defence system.

= On 30 January the Winograd Com-
mission, set up in September 2006 to
analyse the government and Israeli
army’s management of the war in
Lebanon in July and August 20086, pres-
ents its final report. Although the com-
mission reports “serious failings and
shortcomings” in the country’s political
and military leadership, Olmert escapes
criticism over his management of the
war.
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Palestine

= On 1 January at least eight Pales-
tinians are killed and around twenty more
injured in the Gaza Strip in clashes be-
tween Fatah and Hamas between 31
December 2007 and 1 January 2008.
= On 26 January George Habash,
founder of the radical Marxist-Leninist
party, the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine (PFLP), dies from a
heart attack in Amman, Jordan.

Peace Negotiations

= On 8 January the Palestinian Presi-
dent, Mahmoud Abbas, and Israeli Prime
Minister, Ehud Olmert, meet in Jerusalem
for a round of negotiations before the US
President, George W. Bush, visits the re-
gion. Abbas and Olmert agree on a
framework for the negotiations which
covers core issues related with a future
Palestinian State: borders, the status of
Jerusalem and the future of the families
of Palestinian refugees.

= From 9-11 January the US Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, visits Israel and
Palestine in his first official visit to the
country as president. Bush calls for di-
alogue between the Israelis and the
Palestinians, which has been hindered
by Israeli settlement policy following the
summit in Annapolis in November 2007.
In his first conference in Israel, Bush
criticises the illegal settlements for be-
ing an obstacle to peace.

Conflicts between the Parties

= On 3 January nine Palestinians are
killed by Israeli forces operating in Gaza.
Several houses belonging to military
commanders are bombed. The Pales-
tinians launch a Katyusha rocket from the
Gaza Strip.

= On 17 January Hamas and other
Palestinian factions resume rocket at-
tacks on Israel. At least 40 rockets are
launched, half of which land in Israel.
On 18 January 31 more rockets are fired
towards Israel.

= On 18 January Israel closes all bor-
der crossings with Egypt, blocking trucks
with fuel or humanitarian supplies. On 20
January Gaza City is left without elec-
tricity when fuel runs out in the city’s
only power station. On 21 January Israeli
Defence Minister, Ehud Barak, under

pressure from growing international crit-
icism, lifts certain restrictions and au-
thorises entry into Gaza for enough in-
dustrial diesel for a week, as well as 50
trucks with food and medical supplies.
= On 23 January thousands of Gazans
cross the border into Egypt after Hamas
militants open holes in sections of the
Egyptian border. The Egyptian security
forces do nothing to oppose the action
and allow Palestinians to purchase sup-
plies of food, medicine and petrol from
Egyptian shops. Due to the situation,
the Egyptian President, Hosni Mubarak,
gives the order to allow Gazans to cross
the border.

February 2008
Israel

= On 12 February on a visit to Germany
the Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert,
accuses lran of building nuclear
weapons and asks for greater interna-
tional effort to prevent Iran from achiev-
ing its nuclear ambitions.

= On 25 February police arrest 200
Africans who, in recent months, had il-
legally entered Israel across the Egypt-
ian border. The action comes a day af-
ter Prime Minister Olmert orders
measures to be taken against illegal im-
migration.

= On 26 February Israel's Supreme
Court accepts a controversial plea bar-
gain signed in June 2007, according to
which former President, Moshe Katsav,
will not have to serve a prison sentence
for alleged sexual offences.

= On 27 February the eldest son of
former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 43-
year-old Omri Sharon, begins a six-
month prison sentence. Omri Sharon
had been sentenced to nine months in
prison for illegal fundraising for his fa-
ther's campaign in 1999, but his prison
term had been delayed on humanitari-
an grounds after Ariel Sharon fell into a
coma following a brain haemorrhage in
January 2006.

Palestine

= On 3 February the Egyptian author-
ities close the openings in the border
with the Gaza Strip, made by Hamas
on 23 January and reinforce it with

barbed wire fencing and a deployment
of troops.

Peace Negotiations

= On 4 February the EU Presidency
condemns a suicide bombing in the
shopping centre in Dimona in the south
of Israel. The Slovenian-held presiden-
cy states that “this act of terror for which
there can be no justification was aimed
at innocent civilians with the goal of un-
dermining the peace process”.

Conflicts between the Parties

= On 4 February a Palestinian suicide
bomber blows himself up in a shopping
centre in Dimona, causing the death of
one woman and injuring 11 others. A
second suicide bomber fails to deto-
nate the explosives and is shot down by
Israeli police. This is the first suicide at-
tack in Israel since 2007. On 5 Febru-
ary, the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades,
the military wing of Hamas, claim re-
sponsibility for the attack. If this claim is
true it will signal the end of Hamas's
self-imposed moratorium on suicide at-
tacks on Israeli territory, in effect since
they blew up two buses in August 2004.
= On 7 February Israeli forces carry
out an air strike on a police post in Khan
Yunis, in the south of the Gaza Strip,
killing eight members of Hamas, at least
six of whom are security agents. Pales-
tinian militants then fire eight Qassam
rockets at Israel, one of which hits a
house injuring four people. Israeli ground
troops, with tank and air support, enter
the north of the Gaza Strip killing sev-
en Palestinians —six Hamas militants
and one civilian— according to Hamas
and medical sources.

= On 8 February Israel cuts the elec-
tricity supply to the Gaza Strip to put
pressure on the territory not to fire any
more missiles into Israeli territory. Deputy
Defence Minister, Matan Vilnai, argues
that these cuts are intended to reduce
“Gaza's dependence on Israel”.

= On 21 February, in a sudden esca-
lation of violence, a civilian is killed by a
rocket launched from Gaza and at least
seven Palestinians lose their lives in Is-
raeli air strikes.

= On 27 February the Israeli army
carries out a series of air strikes on
the Gaza Strip in which six Palestinian



militants are killed. A baby dies in the
attack on the Ministry of the Interior
building.

= On 29 February, Matan Vilnai warns
Palestinians that firing rockets from the
Gaza Strip will bring the Palestinians a
“bigger shoah”, the Hebrew word used
to refer to the Nazi Holocaust inflicted
on the Jews in the Second World War.
Israeli officials immediately explain that
in the Deputy Defence Minister's dec-
larations the word shoah makes refer-
ence to disaster and is not an allusion
to the Nazi genocide.

March 2008
Israel

= On 16 March the German Chancel-
lor, Angela Merkel, begins a visit to Is-
rael to commemorate the 60th anniver-
sary of the creation of the Jewish State.
This is a particularly symbolic visit since
she is the first Chancellor to address the
Israeli parliament since the Nazi Holo-
caust. The visit lasts three days, during
which important diplomatic meetings
take place between Israel and the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA), at a time of im-
passe in the Peace Process.

= From 22-24 March the Vice-Presi-
dent of the United States, Dick Cheney,
visits Israel and the Palestinian territo-
ries as part of a ten-day trip to the Mid-
dle East. He also visits Irag, Oman,
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey
on the same trip. On 22 March, after
meeting with the Israeli Prime Minister,
Ehud Olmert, Cheney publicly pledges
his country’s “enduring and unshake-
able” commitment to the security of Is-
rael and its right to defend itself against
terrorism. On 23 March after meeting
with Palestinian President, Mahmoud
Abbas, in Ramallah, Cheney declares
that the creation of a Palestinian State
is a “long-term” process and calls Israelis
and Palestinians to make “difficult con-
cessions” to end the conflict. On 24
March Cheney accuses Syria and Iran
of trying to “torpedo” peace talks be-
tween Palestine and Israel.

Palestine

= On 23 March after a week of nego-
tiations in Sana, Yemen, rival factions

Hamas and Fatah sign an agreement to
open formal reconciliation talks. The
Yemeni initiative envisages new elec-
tions, the creation of a Government of
national unity and the restructuring of the
Palestinian security forces, making them
a unifying force for the nation.

Peace Negotiations

= On 4 March Abbas holds talks with
the US Secretary of State, Condoleez-
za Rice, in Ramallah. On 5 March Rice
announces that Abbas has agreed to
resume negotiations, but without com-
mitment to a deadline.

= On 30 March Rice visits Israel and
the Palestinian territories. In Jerusalem
she meets with the Israeli Defence Min-
ister, Ehud Barak, and the Fatah Pales-
tinian Prime Minister, Salam Khalid Ab-
dallah Fayyad. Following these meetings,
Israel and Palestine present a new pack-
age with 18 measures.

Conflicts between the Parties

= At the beginning of March the Israeli
land and air offensive continues, launch-
ed on the Gaza Strip on 27 February. Is-
raeli raids are focused north of Jabaliya,
with the aim of preventing Hamas and
other militant groups from firing rockets
at Israeli towns.

= On 1 March according to The Guar-
dian, 60 Palestinians are killed. Israel
argues that the majority of the victims
were armed militants, although Pales-
tinian officials assure that more than half
were civilian casualties, including chil-
dren. On the same day two Israeli sol-
diers are killed in clashes with armed
Palestinian militants.

= On 2 March at least ten Palestinians
are killed in Gaza in an Israeli attack,
according to local hospital sources. The
escalation of violence extends to the
West Bank, where thousands of Pales-
tinians protest against the attacks on
Gaza. A child is shot dead in Hebron af-
ter protesters throw stones at Israeli
soldiers. In response to popular pressure,
the Palestinian President announces the
suspension of peace talks with Israel,
constituting a serious setback for the
US-backed initiative to reach a peace
agreement between Israel and the Fa-
tah-led Abbas administration in the West
Bank by the end of 2008.

= On 3 March Israel withdraws troops
from the Gaza Strip. However, the Israeli
Prime Minister, Olmert, warns of immi-
nent clashes in Gaza and admits that Is-
rael's primary objective in the Strip is to
weaken Hamas. Hamas spokesman
Sami Abu Zuhri proclaims victory for
Hamas announcing that “the enemy has
been defeated” and threatening that
“Gaza will be a graveyard for the occu-
pying forces”. Hamas fires new missiles
at the city of Ashkelon and other Jew-
ish communities surrounding Gaza.

April 2008
Israel

= On 8 April the former Israeli Presi-
dent, Moshe Katsav, reneges on a plea
bargain that would have seen the State
withdraw charges of rape against him in
exchange for pleading guilty to less se-
rious offences of sexual misconduct.
Under the terms of the agreement
reached in June 2007, Katsav would
have avoided a jail sentence, but he tells
the court that he is dropping the plea in
the hope that the court will find him in-
nocent of all charges. Katsav resigned
as President in July 2007 and was re-
placed by Shimon Peres.

= On 27 April a court in Jerusalem sen-
tences Shlomo Benizri to 18 months in
prison after being convicted of bribery,
breaching the public trust and obstruc-
tion of justice during his time as Minis-
ter of Labour and Social Welfare, a po-
sition he occupied from March 2001 to
May 2002.

Palestine

= On 18 April the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, and the Head of the
Palestinian Authority (PA), Mahmoud
Abbas, meet in Russia to talk about a so-
lution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
together with the possibility of an inter-
national conference in Moscow on the
Middle East. During his three-day visit
Abbas also meets with the Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Sergei Lavrov.

Peace Negotiations

= On 7 April the Palestinian President,
Mahmoud Abbas, and the Israeli Prime
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Minister, Ehud Olmert, hold talks in
Jerusalem in the two leaders’ first meet-
ing since mid-February. Both had com-
mitted to biweekly meetings in the peace
conference held in Annapolis in No-
vember 2007, but Abbas suspended
the meetings following operations car-
ried out by the Israeli army to halt mis-
sile launches, which killed more than
120 Palestinians.

= On 15 April the former US Presi-
dent, Jimmy Carter, visits the city of Ra-
mallah, in the West Bank, where he
holds talks with high-ranking members
of Hamas. Of special note is his meet-
ing with Nasir al-Din al-Sha'ir, former
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Education in the Hamas government,
formed in March 2006, who is seen as
one of the more moderate prominent
Hamas leaders. A spokesman to Pres-
ident George W. Bush describes the
meeting as “imprudent” as it grants
Hamas a legitimacy it does not deserve.
On 17 April Carter travels to Egypt
where he meets with Mahmoud al-Za-
har, one of the most senior Hamas fig-
ures in Gaza and the Hamas govern-
ment's Foreign Affairs Minister. On 18
April Carter visits Syria, where he meets
with Bashar al-Assad and, later, with
Khaled Meshal, head of the Political Bu-
reau of Hamas in Damascus.

= On 21 April Carter travels to Jerusa-
lem, where he urges Israel to negotiate
directly with Hamas, since, according to
Carter, the organisation is willing to ac-
cept a Palestinian State in the Gaza
Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem
(if it is approved by Palestinians through
referendum) and to live “as a neighbour
next door in peace” with Israel. Although
he acknowledges that Hamas has re-
peatedly refused to condemn the vio-
lence, to recognise explicitly Israel’s right
to exist or to recognise previous peace
accords, Carter insists that the new
conciliatory tone adopted by Hamas is
a genuine renunciation of its old doctrine.

Conflicts between the Parties

= On 9 April Palestinian militants en-
ter Israel from the Gaza Strip and attack
a fuel deposit on the Israeli side of the
Nahal Oz border crossing, killing two Is-
raeli civilian workers and injuring two
others. Israeli troops shoot down the two
assailants, although another two es-

cape back to the Gaza Strip. Israeli
troops and soldiers respond by enter-
ing the Gaza Strip and killing at least six
Palestinians. On the same day an Israeli
soldier and a Hamas militant are killed
in an Israeli raid in southern Gaza.

= On 11 April Israeli forces enter an
area to the east of the Bureij refugee
camp in the centre of Gaza, in an oper-
ation aimed at “damaging the terrorist in-
frastructure”. At least five Palestinians are
killed in this operation, including two
children.

= On 16 April 19 Palestinians —among
them a Palestinian cameraman who
worked for the Reuters news agency—
are killed in the Gaza Strip during heavy
fighting near the Nahal Oz border
crossing.

May 2008
Israel

= On 3 May a new police investiga-
tion is opened into the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Ehud Olmert, over the alleged re-
ceipt of campaign donations from a US
resident, years before becoming Prime
Minister. Olmert is questioned in his of-
ficial residence over what his team says
are donations raised by a US citizen to
fund elections for the mayoralty of
Jerusalem and primary elections in Likud.
= On 8 May Israel celebrates the 60th
anniversary of the creation of its State
with various acts throughout the country.
= On 8 May Olmert responds to ac-
cusations of irregular donations and ad-
mits to having received funds from Long
Island resident Morris Talansky during the
mayoralty of Jerusalem campaign, in
1998 and 1998, and for primary elec-
tions in Likud, in 1999 and 2002. Olmert
declares that the donations were used
to fund his campaign and not for per-
sonal gains. On 28 May, speaking at a
conference, Ehud Barak, Defence Min-
ister and leader of the Labour Party, the
leading member of the coalition, warns
that it is “impossible for Olmert to si-
multaneously run the government and
deal with his personal affairs”. On 29 May
pressure on Olmert is increased when
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Tzipi Livni, warns that it is
necessary “to prepare for all eventuali-
ties, including new elections.”

= From 14-16 May the US President,
George W. Bush, visits Israel to partic-
ipate in the 60th anniversary of the cre-
ation of the State of Israel. During a
speech in the Knesset (Parliament),
Bush expresses his pride of the United
States for being the “closest ally and
best friend in the world” of a nation that
is “the homeland of the chosen peo-
ple.” In reference to the Iranian nuclear
programme, Bush argues that permitting
“the world's leading sponsor of terror”
to possess “the world's deadliest
weapon” would be “an unforgivable be-
trayal of future generations.”

Palestine

= On 8 May the primary school teacher
for the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Middle East (UNRWA), Wafer Shaker al-
Daghma, is killed in a district of Khan
Younis after the Israeli army blasts open
the front door of her house with explo-
sives. On 12 May The Independent re-
ports that the UNRWA has asked for an
investigation into the death. A spokes-
man for the UNRWA says that the Israeli
forces had been using al-Daghma’s
house to monitor “alleged militants”.

Peace Negotiations

= On 2 May representatives of the Mid-
dle East Quartet (the United States, the
European Union, United Nations and
Russia) meet in London for the first high
level assessment of the peace process
between Palestine and Israel since the
Annapolis Peace Conference on 27 No-
vember 2007. Present at the meeting
are: Secretary-General of the UN, Ban
Ki-moon, Russian Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, Sergei Lavrov, US Secretary of
State, Condoleezza Rice, High Repre-
sentative for the Common Foreign and
Security Policy of the EU, Javier Solana,
European Commissioner for External
Relations, Benita Ferrero-Waldner,
Slovenian Foreign Affairs Minister, Dim-
itrij Rupel, and the Quartet representa-
tive, former British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair. The Quartet expresses its total
support of the current negotiations be-
tween Israel and Palestine and urges
the parties to make the efforts necessary
for reaching the common objective of an
agreement for the creation of a Pales-



tinian State by the end of 2008. The
Quartet “strongly encouraged” Israel,
the Palestinian Authority (PA) and Egypt
to work together to formulate “a new
approach on Gaza" that would guaran-
tee security to all Gazans and end ter-
rorist attacks.

= On 4 May the US Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice, travels to the Middle
East to meet with Israeli and Palestinian
leaders. On 5 May the Financial Times
reports that Rice was more critical to-
wards Israeli policy in the occupied ter-
ritories of Palestine than on previous
occasions. After her meeting with the
Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas,
in Ramallah, the West Bank, Rice de-
scribes the continual expansion of the
Jewish settlements —together with the
checkpoints on the roads and other ob-
stacles in the West Bank— as “particu-
larly problematic to the atmosphere of
trust that is needed.”

= On 13 May the Quartet representa-
tive, Tony Blair, announces a proposal for
the Israeli occupation to withdraw from
the West Bank and the creation of the
foundations for a functional Palestinian
State. Blair says that it would be a mis-
take to think that political negotiations can
work without real changes on the ground.

Conflicts between the Parties

= On 15 May at least 14 Israelis are in-
jured when a Grad rocket launched from
Gaza lands in the Israeli city of Ashkelon.
The attack coincides with the meeting
between the Israeli Prime Minister,
Olmert, and the US President, Bush.

June 2008
Israel

= On 4 June the Israeli Attorney Gen-
eral formally accuses the former Israeli
Finance Minister, Abraham Hirchson, of
theft, fraud and breach of trust. Hirch-
son, a member of the ruling party and ally
to the Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert,
resigned in 2007 after accusations of
embezzlement of funds from the non-
profit union group the National Workers'
Organisation. Hirchson, however, has
always denied the charges.

= On 6 June the Israeli newspaper
Yediot Aharonot reports that the Trans-

port Minister, retired lieutenant general
Shaul Mofaz, sees an Israeli military at-
tack on Iranian nuclear positions as in-
creasingly unavoidable. Mofaz warns
that United Nations sanctions are not ef-
fective and declares that they will at-
tack Iran if it continues with its pro-
gramme for developing nuclear weapons.
His declarations reflect the increasing
concern in Israel and the United States
for the Iranian nuclear programme.

= On 12 June in a new period of pres-
sure on Olmert over a corruption case,
the Defence Minister and Labour Party
leader, Ehud Barak, expresses his sup-
port for a possible motion to dissolve the
Knesset (Parliament) and call early elec-
tions if the Prime Minister's Kadima par-
ty, does not act quickly to hold new pri-
mary elections.

= On 13 June the Interior Minister con-
firms the approval to build 1,300 more
houses in the ultra-Orthodox settlement
of Ramat Shlomo, in East Jerusalem.

= On 25 June the Labour Party votes
against a motion by the opposition for
the dissolution of the Knesset after
Olmert agrees to hold primary elections
in his party no later than 25 September.

Palestine

= On 12 June at least four Palestinians,
including a baby, are killed in an explo-
sion in the home of the leader of the
armed wing of Hamas, Ibrahim Hamu-
da, in Beit Lahya, northern Gaza. Hamas
confirms the death of one of its top
bomb-makers. However, the cause of the
explosion is not clear and while Hamas
blames the Israeli army, there are sus-
picions that it may have been caused by
an accident on the part of Hamas while
handling the explosives.

= On 19 June at six o'clock in the mom-
ing, after nearly three months of indi-
rect negotiations mediated by the Egypt-
ian intelligence service, a ceasefire
comes into effect between Israel and
Hamas, the force in control of the Gaza
Strip. Hamas agrees to end all attacks
outside of the Gaza Strip if Israel com-
mits to calling off air strikes and lifting
the economic blockade on the Strip.
According to the terms of the agree-
ment, the ceasefire will last for six months
and will be implemented in phases.

= On 22 June Israel begins to lift the
Gaza blockade, permitting entry to 90

trucks with basic food supplies. On 24
June the ceasefire suffers a major setback
when militants of the Islamic Jihad launch
four rockets and a mortar missile into Is-
raeli territory, causing minor injuries to
two people. The group argues that the at-
tack is a reprisal for an earlier Israeli raid
on the city of Nablus, in the West Bank,
which killed two members of the Islamic
Jihad. On 25-26 June Israel responds to
the attack by closing border crossings
with Gaza, thereby preventing the entry
of fuel for Gaza's power station.

Peace Negotiations

= On 15 June the US Secretary of
State, Condoleezza Rice, visits Israel
and the Palestinian territories. Rice ac-
cuses the Israelis of endangering the
peace process with its approval of the
construction of more settlements in East
Jerusalem.

= From 22-24 June the French Presi-
dent, Nicolas Sarkozy, visits Israel and
the Palestinian territories. On 23 June,
in a speech in the Knesset, Sarkozy
urges lIsrael to share sovereignty over
Jerusalem with the Palestinians and not
to build new settlements in the occupied
territories. Sarkozy also reiterates his
condemnation of the Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme and pledges his support for Is-
rael against the threat. On 24 June as
Sarkozy is leaving Israel, an Israeli po-
lice officer commits suicide in the Ben
Gurion airport in Tel Aviv, about 200
metres from the plane that was to take
the French President back to France.

July 2008
Israel

= On 10 July the website of the Israeli
newspaper The Jerusalem Post an-
nounces the arrest of eight Palestini-
ans from the town of Isawiyeh, near
northern Jerusalem, for throwing Molo-
tov cocktails at cars on the Ma'ale Ad-
umim road and close to the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. The newspa-
per also echoes the fragile nature of the
truce in Gaza after two Qassam rockets
hit northern Negey, in Israel, without
causing any casualties or damage.

= On 16 July Israel returns five Leban-
ese soldiers to Lebanon, together with
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the remains of 199 Lebanese and Pales-
tinian soldiers who have been killed in
fighting in recent years, in exchange for
the bodies of two Israeli soldiers whose
capture caused the war between both
countries in mid-20086.

= On 30 July Ehud Olmert gives into
pressure over the corruption charges
held against him and announces his in-
tention to resign as Prime Minister. In a
televised speech Olmert says that he
will not run in the primary elections of the
Kadima party, planned for 17 Septem-
ber, and that he will step down from the
position as soon as his party has elect-
ed his successor. Olmert protests that
as Prime Minister he has been deprived
of the “basic right of being innocent un-
til proven guilty.”

Palestine

= On 15 July Fatah forces arrest at
least 13 Hamas militants in Nablus, an
Islamic bastion in the West Bank, amid
rising tension between the Islamic Re-
sistance Movement and Fatah.

= On 25 July five Hamas activists and
a young girl are killed in a car bomb at-
tack perpetrated in Gaza City, which
Hamas blames on Fatah. Between 26-
27 July, in the wake of the attack, Hamas
arrests some 200 members of Fatah.
On 17 July the Palestinian Authority (PA)
arrests more than 30 members of Hamas
in the West Bank. Fatah denies any in-
volvement in the car bomb attack.

Conflict between the Parties

= On 1 July Israel closes the Gaza bor-
der crossings in response to the Qas-
sam rocket launches against Israel.
Hamas denies carrying out the launch-
es. On 6 July Israel reopens the border
crossings in accordance with the Egypt-
ian-mediated ceasefire agreement.

= On 2 July a 30-year-old Palestinian
man kills three Israelis and injures an-
other 45 when he deliberately drives a
mechanical digger against the traffic
along Jaffa street, in the centre of
Jerusalem. Before being shot dead by
an off-duty soldier, he is able to crush
several cars and overturn a bus. This is
the worst civilian attack since March. On
22 July another Palestinian rams a bull-
dozer into several cars and a bus in
the centre of Jerusalem, before being

shot dead. At least 16 people were in-
jured.

= On 29 July a nine-year-old child is
killed during a protest against the sep-
aration wall in the town of Nilin, near
Ramallah. In the same protest an un-
armed 27-year-old man is shot at point-
blank range by the Israeli army. The army
opens an investigation when NGO
B'Tselem publicises a video in which
an Israeli soldier can be seen shooting
arubber bullet at the unarmed and hand-
cuffed man at a range of a metre and a
half and after his arrest.

Peace Negotiations

= On 24 July the US democratic sen-
ator, Barack Obama meets with the Is-
raeli Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, the
President, Shimon Peres, and opposi-
tion leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, as well
as the Palestinian President, Mahmoud
Abbas. Obama tells Abbas that he will
begin working towards peace from his
first day in the White House, although
he makes it clear that Israel will be his
priority and expresses his firm commit-
ment to this country's security.

= On 30 July talks are held in Wash-
ington between Ahmed Qorei, head of
the Palestinian delegation, and Tzipi
Livni, the Israeli Foreign Affairs Minister
and chaired by the US Secretary of
State, Condoleezza Rice. No significant
advances are made due to the almost ir-
reconcilable positions of the negotia-
tors on the question of borders, for ex-
ample. A crisis of trust is added to this
stalemate, fuelled by Olmert's refusal to
discuss the Jerusalem question, the in-
crease in Israeli settlements and the
continuation of Israeli military operations
in the West Bank.

August 2008
Israel

= On 25 August Israel releases 198
Palestinian prisoners in the West Bank,
in a gesture described as “a confidence
building move” with the aim of strength-
ening the position of the Palestinian
President, Mahmoud Abbas. Unusually,
among those released are two men ac-
cused of having “blood on their hands”,
the two longest-serving inmates. One of

them, Mohammed Abu Ali, was elected
as a Fatah MP to the Palestinian Parlia-
ment while he was serving sentence.

Palestine

= On 2 August Hamas orders the clo-
sure of the radio station Voice of the
People, which broadcast from Gaza City
for the Marxist-Leninist Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP).
The PFLP had been a key member of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO).
= On 9 August the poet, Mahmud Dar-
wish, dies in the United States after un-
dergoing open-heart surgery. Darwish
was the author of the Palestinian Dec-
laration of Independence in 1988.

= On 28 August the Palestinian Pres-
ident, Mahmoud Abbas, travels to Beirut
to meet with his Lebanese counterpart,
Michel Suleiman, to deal with the issue
of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. Ab-
bas also meets with the Parliament
Speaker, Nabih Berri, and the Prime
Minister, Fouad Siniora, as well as rep-
resentatives of the PLO in Lebanon.

Peace Negotiations

= On 6 August the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Ehud Olmert, and the Palestinian
President, Abbas, meet in Jerusalem to
discuss the peace talks held between
both sides the previous week in Wash-
ington.

= On 20 August the US Secretary of
State, Condoleezza Rice, visits Israel
and the Palestinian territories again in an
attempt to salvage a stagnating peace
process. Rice asks Israel not to endan-
ger the process by building more set-
tlements.

= On 21 August the Israeli Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Tzipi Livni, expresses her
doubts of reaching a peace agreement
with the Palestinians by the end of 2008,
as agreed in the Annapolis conference.

September 2008
Israel

= On 7 September police investiga-
tors recommend that the State Prose-
cutor indicts the Israeli Prime Minister,
Ehud Olmert, of bribery, fraud, breach of
public trust and money laundering.



= On 11 September the Israeli Minis-
ter of Pensioner Affairs, Rafi Eitan, says
that the President of Iran, Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad, should appear before the In-
ternational Criminal Court (ICC), in The
Hague, for crimes of genocide. Eitan
believes it would even be acceptable
to kidnap him and take him before the
ICC. In 1960, Eitan was connected with
the kidnapping in Argentina of Adolf
Eichmann, one of the principal ideolo-
gists of the Nazi's ‘final solution.’

= On 17 September the Israeli Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, Tzipi Livni, is elected as leader of
the ruling Kadima party after Olmert an-
nounced in July that he would step down
from his position as Prime Minister and
would not run in the party’'s upcoming
primary elections due to accusations of
corruption. Livni wins 43% of the votes
(16,936 votes), against 42% of her di-
rect rival, the retired lieutenant-general
Shaul Mofaz, the Israeli Transport Min-
ister. On 20 September the Defence
Minister and Labour party member, Ehud
Barak, meets with the leader of Likud and
opposition leader, Benjamin Netanyahu
in Tel Aviv and expresses his doubts
over forming part of the Livni coalition.
On 21 September Olmert submits his
resignation to the President, Shimon
Peres, although he will remain acting
Prime Minister until his successor his
able to forge a coalition. On 22 Sep-
tember Peres gives Livni a 42-day dead-
line to form a new government coali-
tion. If she can do this, Livni will be the
first woman to lead the country since
Golda Meir (1969-1974); if not, elec-
tions will be held.

Palestine

= On 1 September the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organisation (PLO) representa-
tive in Lebanon, Abbas Zali, meets with
Saad Hariri, leader of the Lebanese Fu-
ture Movement. After the meeting, Zali
announces that he has delivered a mes-
sage to Hariri from the Palestinian Pres-
ident, Mahmoud Abbas. The meeting
deals with rights of Palestinians in
Lebanon, the reconstruction of the Pales-
tinian refugee camp in Nahr al-Bared, in
northern Lebanon, as well as the peace
process in the Middle East.

= On 4 September a report from the
Palestine Strategy Study Group warns

that the Palestinians could strengthen
their support for a binational State with
Israel if the peace negotiations organ-
ised by the United States in Annapolis
fail. The report argues that a binational
solution would “reopen the question of
Israel's existence as it is today” and adds
that “even if many Palestinians prefer
the two-state solution, failure of the An-
napolis initiative would, to a large ex-
tent, strengthen those who advocate
the binational State solution.” The Pales-
tine Strategy Study Group is composed
of 27 Palestinian members: intellectuals,
academics, former ministers, members
of the different political parties and oth-
er figures from the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip and the diaspora.

= On 15-16 September 11 members
of the Dogmush clan, including a baby,
are killed when Hamas forces burst into
their territory in the al-Sabra district, in
the east of Gaza City.

Peace Negotiations

= On 4 September the Middle East
Quartet representative, Tony Blair, makes
a surprise visit to the city of Nablus,
where he promises Palestinian busi-
nessmen that he will ask Israel to lift
some of the restrictions on the movement
of people and goods in the West Bank.
= On 25 September international
groups and NGOs that work in the
Palestinian territories, including Oxfam
International, Care International UK and
Christian Aid, publish a report in which
they warn that international efforts to
advance the peace process are doomed
to fail imminently under Tony Blair's lead-
ership. These organisations accuse the
Quartet of having lost steam and of “not
improving living conditions on the
ground.” They also report that, despite
repeated demands from international
organisations that Israel stops its ex-
pansion of settlements in the West Bank,
there has in fact been, “a clear increase
in the constructions and no action tak-
en by the Israeli authorities towards their
dismantlement.”

= On 29 September the acting Israeli
Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, announces
in an interview for the Israeli newspaper,
Yediot Aharonot, that Israel should with-
draw from almost all the territories that
were annexed in the 1967 war, includ-
ing East Jerusalem and the Golan

Heights, to achieve peace with the
Palestinians. On 30 September, The Fi-
nancial Times reports that Olmert's dec-
larations represent “the clearest request
until now of an Israeli mandate to aban-
don territory that is seen by many Is-
raelis as both strategic and vital.”

Violence between the Parties

= On 22 September a Palestinian
drives his car into a group of Israeli sol-
diers in Jerusalem, injuring 17 people.
The 19-year-old man is shot down im-
mediately by a policeman.

October 2008
Israel

= On 7 October the Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Ehud Olmert, visits Russia for talks
with the Russian President, Dmitry
Medvedev. On 8 October the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune reminds its read-
ers that the visit comes at a complicat-
ed time for the relations between both
countries. This is partly due to Russia's
invasion of Georgia in August, which in
recent years had become an ally to Is-
rael. Of even more importance is Israel's
concern that Russia may help, or at least
not attempt to stop, Iran’s nuclear aspi-
rations.

= On 18 October Pope Benedict XVI
announces that he will not travel to Is-
rael until the caption beneath the pho-
tograph of Pius XlI, which accuses him
of remaining passive over the extermi-
nation of the Jews during the Nazi
regime, is removed from the Holocaust
Museum in Jerusalem.

= On 26 October Tzipi Livni, Israeli
Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Affairs
Minister and leader of the Kadima par-
ty, officially announces that she has been
unable to form a new coalition govern-
ment and asks the President, Shimon
Peres, to call early elections. Although the
Labour Party, led by Defence Minister,
Ehud Barak, would be part of a Kadima-
led government coalition, the smaller
parties that are key to governing in the
Knesset (Parliament) had presented very
high budgetary and political demands. On
24 October the ultra-Orthodox Shas
party (Sephardic Torah Guardians), a
member of the Olmert coalition, an-
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nounces that it will not participate in the
Livni government after failing to reach
an agreement on two fundamental points:
benefit increases for large families and
the promise to keep all of Jerusalem un-
der Israeli sovereignty. According to the
Herald Tribune, the date for the gener-
al elections could be 10 February, as
announced by the President of the Knes-
set, Dalia ltzik.

Palestine

= On 9 October the Islamic Hamas
movement paralyses the reconciliation
plan presented by Egypt to bring Fatah
and Hamas together, which promotes
the creation of a technocratic and unit-
ed government in the Gaza Strip. For
Hamas the plan is just a way to gain
time and thus consolidate Fatah's do-
minion over the enclave.

= On 21 October a report published by
the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights
declares it has found evidence to prove
that 68 children had been killed in the
Gaza Strip in the 12 months before June
2008 by the Israeli army’s “dispropor-
tionate use of violence.” Many of the
deaths were the result of the Israeli raid
in Jabaliya, to the east of Gaza, in Feb-
ruary and March.

= On 30 October Hamas releases 17
Fatah prisoners including Fatah's Sec-
retary General for the Gaza region, Abu
Juda An-Nahhal. This measure is seen
as a first step to creating the right at-
mosphere for the unity talks that will be
held in Cairo on 9 November. The
Hamas leader, Ismail Haniyeh, asks Fa-
tah to follow its example and release
the political prisoners in the West Bank.

Peace Negotiations

= On 19 October the Israeli Defence
Minister, Ehud Barak, announces the
reactivation of the Saudi Arabian “peace
in the territories” initiative, proposed in
the 14th Ordinary Session of the Arab
League held in Beirut, in March 2002.
Barak says that after the poor results
achieved from negotiations with the
Palestinians and Syria, the moment has
arrived to apply a policy of peace for
the whole region.

= On 22-23 October the Japanese
government holds the fourth conference
for confidence-building between the Is-

raelis and the Palestinians, in Tokyo. The
delegation is led by the Israeli Interior
Minister, Meir Sheetrit, and the head of
the negotiating team of the Palestinian
Authority, Saeb Erekat. The debate,
among other issues, deals with the
Japanese “Corridor for Peace and Pros-
perity” initiative, which consists in build-
ing an agro-industrial park in the West
Bank and exporting manufactured prod-
ucts through Jordan to countries in the
Gulf.

Conflicts between the Parties

= On 9 October clashes erupt between
Arab and Israeli citizens in the Israeli
city of Acre, in the north of the country,
which last for almost a week. The dis-
pute begins when the Arab-Israeli Taw-
fik Jamal drives his car through a Jew-
ish neighbourhood during the Jewish
holiday of Yom Kippur. Israeli youths at-
tack the driver, who is forced to flee on
foot. In reprisal for the attack, hundreds
of Arab-Israelis attack Jewish people
following a rumour of Jamal's death.

= On 16 October Israeli troops shoot
dead a Palestinian citizen in clashes
near the city of Ramallah, in the West
Bank, the third incident of this kind in as
many days. The Israeli army maintains
that the three Palestinians were carry-
ing and about to throw firebombs when
they were shot down.

November 2008
Israel

= On 10 November the Knesset (Par-
liament) is dissolved to celebrate the
forthcoming early elections called by
the leader of the Kadima party, Tzipi
Livni, after failing to constitute a coali-
tion government. The elections are to be
held on 10 February 2009. On 16 No-
vember the Israeli newspaper Haaretz
announces that the Israeli writer Amos
Oz is joining with 30 other intellectuals
and public figures to form a new left-wing
party with the aim of beating the right-
wing Likud, which leads the polls for
the forthcoming elections.

= On 11 November elections are held
for the Jerusalem mayoralty. With 52%
of the votes, 49-year-old businessman
Nir Barkat narrowly wins, beating the

ultra-Orthodox candidate after five years
in office. Despite the Palestinian boycott
of the elections, there was a 41%
turnout. After his victory, Barkat commits
to being mayor to all people living in
Jerusalem, those who have voted for
him as much as those who did not.

= On 16 November the British Foreign
Secretary, David Miliband, visits Israel at
a time of escalating tension between
the British and Israeli governments over
the British initiative to stop importing
products originating in Israeli settle-
ments. On several occasions the Biritish
government has expressed its doubts
over products from Israeli settlements in
the West Bank that arrive in the EU un-
der favourable terms set up for Israeli
products, since trade agreements be-
tween the EU and Israel do not include
vegetable or cosmetic products.

= On 23 November eight members of
the neo-Nazi group known as Petah Tik-
va Gang, are sentenced by the Tel Aviv
District Court to prison sentences of
between 15 months and seven and a half
years for a series of attacks including as-
saults on Asian workers, orthodox Jews,
blacks and homosexuals. The group is
composed of young Russian immigrants
who had already appeared before the
courts in September 2007.

= On 24 November the Israeli author-
ities open the Gaza border crossings
to permit the entry of 40 trucks trans-
porting food and fuel necessary for the
production of electricity. NGOs, however,
warn that this temporary opening has lit-
tle effect after repeated restrictions which
have caused shortage in basic prod-
ucts like flour or cattle fodder.

= On 24 November the outgoing Israeli
Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, visits the
United States where he bids farewell
to the outgoing President, George W.
Bush. Talks focus on the relations be-
tween Israel and the United States, the
Middle East peace process and the Iran-
ian nuclear programme.

Palestine

= On 23 November the Palestinian
President, Mahmoud Abbas, announces
that he will call early legislative and pres-
idential elections in 2009 if unity talks do
not begin between Fatah and Hamas.
On 9 November Egypt had already pro-
posed talks aimed at ending the conflict



between both parties. Hamas blames
Fatah for not agreeing to release Hamas
supporters from prison in light of the
release of several Fatah prisoners in
early November in the Gaza Strip, under
Hamas control since June 2007.

Peace Negotiations

= On 7 November the US Secretary of
State, Condoleezza Rice, visits the
Palestinian territories and Israel. In An-
napolis (November 2007), the Israeli
and Palestinian leaders had committed
to reaching a peace agreement by the
end of 2008. The International Herald
Tribune reports that Rice implicitly ac-
knowledges for the first time that the
chances of reaching an agreement by
the end of 2008 are poor.

= On 9 November, the representatives
of the Middle East Quartet (the United
States, the European Union, United Na-
tions and Russia) meet in Sharm el-
Sheikh, in Egypt, where they once again
pledge their support for the Annapolis
peace process. Also present at the
meeting are the Palestinian President,
Mahmoud Abbas, and the Israeli Foreign
Affairs Minister, Tzipi Livni.

= On 17 November the Israeli Prime
Minister, Ehud Olmert, promises Mah-
moud Abbas that he will release 250 Fa-
tah prisoners on 8 December, coincid-
ing with the Muslim celebration of the
Festival of Sacrifice.

Violence between the Parties

= On 4 November fighting between Is-
raeli troops and Hamas soldiers marks
the first clashes since the 19 June cease-
fire. At least one Hamas soldier is killed
in the operation that, according to the Is-
raeli army, was carried out to prevent the
possible kidnapping of Israeli soldiers
through a 250-metre tunnel found at
the Gaza border, near Deir al-Balah.
The fighting led Israel to close the Gaza
border crossings, thus paralysing food
supplies and humanitarian aid. On 15
November The Independent reports that
the Israeli blockade of Gaza is con-
tributing to chronic malnutrition for a
million and a half people living in Gaza,
according to a report leaked from the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross.
* Inresponse to the death of a Hamas
soldier, 35 rockets are fired into south-

ern Israel, one of which lands in the Is-
raeli city of Ashkelon, 15 km north of
Gaza. The response to these launches
is an Israeli air strike that kills another five
Hamas soldiers. On 7 November an-
other three rockets are launched at
southern Israel, once again threatening
the ceasefire agreement reached in June.
= On 12 November, four Hamas mili-
tants die in clashes with Israeli soldiers
on the Gaza border; according to a re-
port from the Israeli army, the Palestin-
ian fighters were trying to plant an ex-
plosive device near the border fence.
On 14 November tension rises consid-
erably between Hamas and Israel after
Hamas fires a series of rockets into
southern Israel, which leaves 18 people
in hospital. On 16 November Israeli
Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, blames
Hamas and other terrorist organisations
in Gaza for the increased tension. On 18
November lIsraeli tanks advance 500
metres into Gaza firing mortar shells at
Palestinian soldiers.

December 2008
Violence between the Parties

= On 19 December Hamas formally
announces the end of the ceasefire with
the launch of four rockets into southern
Israel. The unwritten, Egyptian-brokered
ceasefire had been in effect since June,
but had been broken on many occa-
sions. In a note published on the Hamas
website, the faction that controls the
Gaza Strip declares that Israel has not
complied with their part of the agreement
by not lifting the economic blockade on
the strip and continuing to attack Hamas
militants in the West Bank.

= On 20 December an Israeli air strike
in Gaza kills a member of the al-Agsa
Martyrs’ Brigade, the military wing of
Palestinian President, Mahmoud Ab-
bas's faction, Fatah.

= On 20-21 December Palestinian mil-
itants launch more than 50 rockets into
Israel. The Islamic Jihad claims respon-
sibility for most of the attacks. One per-
son is injured in southern Israel from
shell shrapnel.

= On 21 December Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Ehud Olmert, warns against an
imminent large-scale military intervention
in the Gaza Strip as a response to the

increase in rocket launches. Olmert, re-
minds his government that “a govern-
ment cannot throw itself into battle” and
urges members to be “cautious with
their declarations.” The Israeli Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Tzipi Livni, announces that
the Hamas government “must be beat-
en” by all means: military, economic and
diplomatic.

= On 24 December Palestinian mili-
tants launch more than 80 rockets at
southern Israel, without causing any
deaths.

= On 25 December Livni travels to
Egypt to hold talks with the Egyptian
President, Hosni Mubarak. This meeting
was originally aimed at renewing the
June truce, although after the previous
day’s rocket attacks Livni rules this out.
Mubarak asks Israel to act with moder-
ation, while Livni insists that Israel will do
what is necessary to protect its citizens.
The Israeli Defence Minister, Ehud Barak,
warns Hamas that they will pay a “high
price” if they continue to attack Israel.
Olmert appeals directly to the million
and a half Palestinians living in the Gaza
Strip asking them to stop the attacks
against Israeli “children and civilians.”
= On 26 December Israel reopens the
border with the Gaza Strip to allow en-
try to 90 trucks loaded with emergency
supplies such as medical aid, fuel and
other essential provisions.

= On 27 December an Israeli citizen is
killed after Hamas fires at Israeli targets.
= On 27 December, Israel carries out
a massive surprise air strike on the Gaza
Strip. It is the largest military offensive
in Gaza since the Six-Day War, in 1967.
According to Israel, this operation is in-
tended to stop rockets being launched
at Israel from bases in the Strip. The
targets of the attack are the police head-
quarters of Gaza City and police stations
in the Strip, and the headquarters of the
Hamas security forces in the same city
and its posts throughout the Strip. 150
Palestinians are killed in the attacks and
some 400 are injured.

= On 28 December in a new air of-
fensive involving 40 Israeli warplanes
another 150 citizens are killed in Gaza
and 500 more are injured. Dozens of
tunnels used to smuggle arms and pro-
visions across the border between Gaza
and Egypt are destroyed. Other targets
are the Al Agsa television station, in
Gaza City.
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= On 28 December Israel deploys
tanks near the Gaza border and calls up
6,700 reserves for a possible ground
raid, which is seen as a clear threat of
a new escalation in the Israeli offensive.
= On 29 December, Barak, announces
in the Knesset (Parliament) the implica-
tion of Israel in an all out war with Hamas.
Signalling a possible raid on Gaza, the
surrounding area of the Strip is declared
a “closed military zone.”

= On 29 December an air strike is car-
ried out on Gaza City targeting the pres-
idential offices, the Interior Ministry and the
Islamic University. The Israeli Navy is also
involved in the attack, bombing Hamas
boats in the area. In response, Hamas
and other Palestinian factions launch 60
rockets into Israeli territory, causing the
death of one citizen and injuring several
others. Medical sources from Gaza set the
figure of deaths over the three days of at-
tacks on the Strip at 335, and the Unit-
ed Nations declares that 62 women and
children are among the victims.

= On 30 December a new air offensive
targets several governmental buildings
while Palestinian militants continue to
launch rockets into Israel. According to
the Israeli army, one hits the city of Beer-
sheba, some 40 km from Gaza, reach-
ing further from the Strip than any oth-
er previous rocket launch.

Peace Negotiations

= On 12 December the United Nations
Security Council adopts resolution 1848
(2008), which renews the mandate of
the United Nations Disengagement Ob-
server Force (UNDOF) over Syria and ls-
rael in the Golan Heights for a further six
months.

= On 16 December the Security Coun-
cil adopts resolution 1850 (2008) which
states its commitment to bilateral peace
negotiations between the Israelis and
Palestinians in which it offers support for
“efforts to reach a peace agreement.”
The resolution is approved by 14 votes
to 0, with an abstention from Libya, for
whom the resolution is deliberately am-
biguous and does not deal with proce-
dures in case of breaches of illegality.
= On 27 December the United Nations
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, makes
an appeal in which he expresses his
concern over the “serious situation of vi-
olence and bloodshed taking place in
Gaza and the ceaseless violence in
southern Israel.” On 28 December the
Security Council expresses its “con-
cerns for a possible increase in violence
in Gaza and demands an immediate end
to the violence.”

= On 27 December a statement is-
sued by the White House on behalf of

George W. Bush describes the launch-
ing of Hamas rockets against Israel as
“completely unacceptable.” France,
which assumes presidency of the Eu-
ropean Union for this last semester,
condemns the disproportionate use of
violence by both sides and asks for an
immediate end to the Hamas rocket
launches and a lifting of the Israeli block-
ade on the Gaza Strip. On 28 Decem-
ber Hezbollah's Secretary General,
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, urges the
Egyptian people to protest against the
Egyptian government and demand that
they open the Gaza border. According
to Nasrallah, by not opening its bor-
ders the Egyptian government will be
considered accomplices in the Israeli
massacre of civilians.

= On 30 December the members of
the Quartet (the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union, United Nations and Rus-
sia) call for “an immediate ceasefire that
is fully respected by both sides.” How-
ever, the Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud
Olmert, states that first Israel must
“achieve all its objectives.” In a tele-
vised debate the Egyptian President,
Hosni Mubarak, accuses the lIsraeli
leader of “barbarian aggression against
the Palestinians” and warns that “blood-
stained hands provoke feelings of in-
tense anger.”





