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General protests against 
unemployment and 

corruption spread from 
Sidi Bouzid

The Jasmine Revolution 
begins to spread. On 
14/01 Ben Ali flees 

Tunisia

PM Ghanuchi resigns, 
replaced by Beji Caid 

Essebsi. A general 
amnesty is decreed for 

political prisoners 

Ennahda is legalised 
(Islamist). Definitive 

dissolution of the RCD  

Elections are postponed 
until October

Ben Ali’s first 
sentence in absentia

Demonstrations 
against the interim 

government over slow 
progress on reforms

The demonstrations 
continue against the 
interim government

Elections: the Islamist 
party Ennahda obtains 

a relative majority

Provisional constitution. 
M. Marzouki is the new 

President and 
H. Jebali the new PM

Mass demonstrations. 
Occupation of Tahrir 
Square and violent 

repression of protests

On 11/02 Mubarak 
steps down. The army 

takes control

The constitutional 
reform is approved 

in a referendum 
on 19/03

Mubarak and his sons 
Gamal and Alaa are put 

under arrest. NDP is 
dissolved

Clashes between 
Muslims and Copts 
in Cairo. Protests 

over slow progress 
on reforms

Protest rallies over 
the slow and 

insufficient progress 
on reforms

The protests 
continue. Cabinet 

reshuffle 

Trial begins of 
H. Mubarak

The Military Junta 
approves the new 

electoral law. Public 
pressure continues 

Fresh clashes 
between Copts and 

Muslims in Cairo

K. al-Ganzouri named 
interim PM. 

Parliamentary elections 
begin, set to end in 

January

The elections continue, 
with the Islamist 

Freedom and Justice 
Party leading the vote

The different Islamist 
parties take more than 
70% of the Assembly 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
fields Jairat el-Shater as its 

candidate for the presidency, 
despite its initial intention 

not to participate

The Electoral Committee disqualifies 
candidates: J. el Shater (MB); 

O. Suleiman (former vice President) 
and H. Abu Ismail (al-Nur)

On 20/02 a series 
of protests begins 
calling for a more 
open democracy

On 09/03 the King 
announces a 
far-reaching 

constitutional reform

The protests continue 
organised by the 

February 20 Movement

On 1 July the new 
constitution is approved 

in a referendum

Elections: the Islamist 
PJD wins with 

a relative majority

The PJD disassociates 
itself from the 

February 20 Movement 

The King appoints the 
coalition government 
with head of PJD A. 

Benkiran as President

Demonstrations over 
living conditions and 

the lack of democracy

The protests continue. 
The government mixes 
repression with reform 

promises

Bouteflika announces 
a programme of 
economic and 

constitutional reforms

Meeting of the 
reformist sector of the 

FLN on the reform 
programme announced 

by Bouteflika

10 new political parties 
are legalised 

Elections are called 
for 10 May

Parliamentary elections, 
boycott by the Islamist 

opposition

Demonstrations calling 
for better living 
conditions and 

democratic opening

On 01/02 the King 
replaces 

the government 

The protests, less 
widespread than in other 
Arab countries, continue, 

despite the King’s 
announcement 
of a reform plan

Various political and 
economic reforms are 

prepared

The opposition rejects 
the proposal to reform 

the electoral law 

The King reshuffles the 
government following 

persistent protests 
against corruption

The PM Marouf al-Bakhit 
is cleared of charges 

in the Casino 
corruption case

The GCC approves 
2 billion-dollar aid 

to Jordan

The King dismisses the 
Prime Minister and the 

head of intelligence 
services

The protests in 
Jordan continue to be 

small-scale

On 26/04 PM 
al-Khasawneh resigns due 

to lack of progress in reforms 
programme. King asks

 F. Tarauneh to form new 
government

Protests against Gaddafi, 
especially in Benghazi

The violent repression 
leads to armed clashes 

On 17/03 the UN enforces 
an aerial exclusion zone. 
On 19/03, international 
military operations are 

activated. Gaddafi military 
targets are bombed

Advances and 
counter-advances 

continue on both sides

The NTC rebels receive 
international support

The rebels advance 
slowly on Tripoli

Only Sirte remains 
in the hands of the 
Gaddafi regime

Fall of Gaddafi’s last 
bastion. Gaddafi is 

captured and executed

An interim transitional 
government is formed

The NTC tries to impose 
its authority on armed 
militia still controlling 
population centres

Armed militia continue 
in the country

Declaration of support for 
the autonomy of Cyrenaica. 

Unrest in Benghazi 
during a demonstration 
in favour of federalism 

NTC tries to 
impose its authority 
on armed militias 

Demonstrations in support 
of the Egyptian revolution 

culminate in demands 
for political freedom

The protests start 
again accompanied 
by violent repression

The violence in the 
repression increases. 

The army 
occupies Deraa

The army occupies 
Homs, Banias, Rastan 

Talkalakh, Latakia. 
EU and US sanctions

The repression in the 
north leads to an 
exodus of Syrians 
towards Turkey

The protests continue 
despite the repression 
in the besieged cities

Pressure from outside 
the country intensifies. 
The regime still has the 

people’s support in 
Damascus and Aleppo 

Fighting intensifies 
between the army and 
deserters who support 

the protests

The conflict stagnates. 
The number of deaths 

exceeds 4,000

The Arab League 
observers do nothing 
to stop the repression, 

particularly in Homs

The escalation of 
violence continues. 

Russia and China veto 
a UNSC resolution

Al-Assad calls 
legislative elections 
for May. The UNSC 

backs K. Anan’s 
peace plan

Government accepts 
peace plan. On12/04 a 

ceasefire begins but 
violence continues
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Increase of 
salafist violence

1st stage of Presidential 
Election Mursi (MB) and 
Shafiq (former PM) to 
compete on 2nd stage

Commission for 
reform of judicial 

system appointed

New parties law 
passed at 
Parliament

Elections postponed 
til July 7th

FLN wins 10/05
elections amid 

fraud allegations

Syria moving into a 
civil war. Fears on 

contagion in Lebanon


