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Prospects for Cooperation on Security Issues

Assessment of the Barcelona Process in the Light of the New International
and Regional Situation

Human Rights, Identities and Mutual Understanding

A Deeper Free Trade Area

The Dynamics of Movement of People

Environmental and Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean

Participation of All Political and Social Actors

Education, Research and Gender. The Sources of Progress

The European Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed)

is a think tank for the identification and interpretation of the challenges in the Euro-Mediterranean
area and for the preparation of proposals to confront them. It offers spaces for reflection and
debate as well as advice and assistance to cultural and cooperation projects in the Mediterranean.
Moreover, it promotes the participation of civil society in the Euro-Mediterranean space through
several networks and in collaboration with entities from the social, economic and cultural worlds.

The European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS)

was created in January 2002 as a Paris-based autonomous agency of the European Union. Following
an EU Council Joint Action of 20th July 2001, modified by the Joint Action of 21st December 2006,
it is now an integral part of the new structures that will support the further development of the
CFSP/ESDP. The Institute's core mission is to provide analyses and recommendations that can be of
use and relevance to the formulation of EU policies. In carrying out that mission, it also acts as an
interface between experts and decision-makers at all levels.

Foreword: Ten Topics for 2010-2020

This is a series of ten papers addressing ten critical topics for Euro-Mediterranean relations
published jointly by the European Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed) and the European
Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS). Our purpose is to formulate policy options on a
set of issues which we consider central to achieving the aims stated in the 1995 Barcelona
Declaration: building a common Euro-Mediterranean area of peace and stability, of shared
prosperity, of common understanding and exchanges between civil societies, founded on the
rule of law and the democratic development of all its members' political systems.

The main step to achieve this, in line with the European model of economic integration with
clear targets to be met by all over a 15-year time span, was setting up a free trade area by
2010, mindful of WTO obligations. This was to gradually cover most aspects of trade, starting
with the elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers in manufactured goods, followed by
agricultural products and services, to be “liberalised in stages” This underlines the fact that
2010 was an important date in the view of the founders of the Barcelona Process, in terms of
meeting commitments regarded as crucial to fulfilling the promise of “shared prosperity" and
ensuing peace and harmony. This is reason enough, along with the soul-searching review of
Euro-Mediterranean mechanisms undertaken in 2005 and 2008, to take a fresh look at the
aims and goals defined for 2010 and, in the light of the intervening changes in the political
landscape and in Euro-Mediterranean mechanisms proper, make suggestions for the course
of action to be undertaken in the next ten years.

In the last few years the members of the Barcelona Process, including civil society actors, have
produced a series of sobering assessments of its achievements. Resulting revisions of Euro-
Mediterranean initiatives led to the launch of the Union for the Mediterranean in July 2008. It
is important to note that the Paris Declaration establishing the Union for the Mediterranean
has restated the very same goals reaffirmed in the Barcelona 1995 Declaration. However, the
constant attempts at re-launching the EMP over the past few years have given rise to many
doubts about what it is that we are trying to achieve together, and what ultimately is the
common ambition behind the initiative. At the same time, there is the feeling that owing to
the difficulties at the multilateral level, all hopes are now placed in north-generated variable
geometry. While this may allow some in the south to deepen their relations with the EU, it is
unclear what the spillover effects for the crucial south-south dimension are likely to be.

It is necessary to reopen the debate yet again in order to clarify two basic things: is there
a common destiny binding the EU and the Mediterranean countries together? How can the
“natural” spread of democracy, prosperity and peace from Europe to the south be accelerated
through a voluntary political association process? How is this being affected, lastly, by the
kind of interplay between the bilateral association agreements and neighbourhood policy ac-
tion plans, together with the newer trend-setting project-based approach, and the common
multilateral drive?

Defining new targets for 2020, in the political, economic and social spheres, is therefore the
purpose we seek to accomplish with this series entitled “10 Papers for Barcelona 2010"
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